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School Overview 

Debden Park High School is an Academy school for Years 7 – 13 and is situated in the 
town of Debden, Essex. The school which is part of the Kemnal Academy Trust has 
Performing Arts Status which provides lots of opportunity to develop students as active, 
independent yet collaborative learners.  74% of students achieved a grade 9 to 4 in 
English and 70% of students achieved a grade 9 to 4 in Mathematics. 25% of all GCSE 
grades were an A or A*.   

What kinds of SEND are provided for? 

On receipt of an application to attend Debden Park, we will review the student’s 
needs and determine whether we have the appropriate provision to support the 
individual objectives noted on the student’s EHCP.  Each child is treated as an 
individual therefore the provision available will be unique to each student. 

How will the school identify the needs of children and young people with SEN? 

Students currently on role: 

For students at Debden Park we use regular assessments including, KS2 data, baseline 
and end of term assessments as well as reading and spelling ages to ensure all 
students are making the expected progress in all lessons. Details of each student’s 
academic progress is regularly shared with parents/carers via the school’s online 
database Progresso, consultation days, parent meetings and communication with 
key members of staff.  If a student fails to make expected progress, contact is made 
with parents to create a support plan which can include but is not limited to: 

ü 1-1 tuition 
ü Mentoring 
ü Revision/Homework club 
ü Home school communication book/email/telephone calls 
ü Reports 
ü Time limited interventions 

 
If progress does not occur after a range of interventions have been tried and 
reviewed, teaching staff or subject leaders will contact the SENDCo and put in a 
cause for concern for that child.  Upon receipt of this the SENDCo will undertake 
observations of the child in lessons, have meetings with parents, staff and any other 
professionals to ascertain if the lack of progress is caused by a special educational 
need/disability.  This may include liaison with an Educational Psychologist or family 



Paediatrician.  Any reports of letters are shared with parents and the appropriate staff 
to ensure the needs of the student are met. 
 
All staff use regular communication with students and their parents to ensure that 
targets, expectations and needs are identified and implemented. 
 
Students in Years 5 and 6: 

Information on the special educational needs/disabilities of students due to start at 
Debden Park High school is communicated from the child’s current primary school to 
the school’s SENDCo.  Meetings with support staff at the current school, the students, 
their parents and any other professionals involved in their care and/or education are 
used to gather historical information on the support that has been in place for the 
child.  Once this information is gathered, the Learning Support Team at Debden Park 
will begin preparing for the arrival of the student and look at the type of transition plan 
that would be needed for a successful transition into year 7.  This can include 
identifying the appropriate form group, in class support or additional interventions 
outside of the main classroom. 

We will provide all students with many opportunities for transition support including 
visits to the school where students can observe the school at different times of the day 
which allows students to become familiar with support and teaching staff and the 
building. 

In addition we will also use KS2 data as soon as it is made available to target set and 
plan for each child in every subject. 

Mid-year transfer: 

Information from your child’s previous educational facility is usually sent to us.  Upon 
receipt we will update our records so that staff are able to make more informed 
choices about how to plan for your child.  We will also endeavour to capture the views 
of parents/guardians and the child to ensure there is minimal disruption to the 
student’s current level of progress.  

During the admissions process, parents should provide as much information about 
their child’s needs and current provision.    

 
How do you include mine and my child’s opinions when planning for their educational 
needs? 

Students are encouraged to attend any meetings about their progress and 
education.  It is essential that students are actively involved in creating and 
participating in support plans.  On rare occasions where a meeting is of a sensitive 
nature some students will not be invited to attend formal meetings.  Decisions prior to 
the meeting are made about the suitability of the content and the child’s best 



interests are used to decide.  Parents are invited to share their views prior to formal 
meetings, in both written and verbal format. 

We will hold regular review meetings to ensure that the needs of the student are met 
and share this information with classroom teachers in order for them to implement any 
strategies or suggestions for supporting your child academically.  Parents are 
welcome to arrange an appointment to informally discuss their child before or after 
school. 

What types of support can you provide for my child with SEND? 

Support can come in a range of forms including; 

ü TA hover support in class 
ü Memory support 
ü Social skills programmes 
ü Paired reading 
ü Mentoring by staff or peers 
ü Academic tutoring 
ü Phonics support 
ü Personalised and school reports 
ü Access to school and/or external counsellors 
ü Liaison with external agencies including Family solutions or Emotional wellbeing 

and mental health service (EWMHS.  Previously known as CAMHS). 
ü Whole school literacy policies including the use of the Accelerated Reader 

programme 
ü Regular progress evaluations 
ü Lunch time clubs run by the SEND team 
ü EAL support 
ü One Plan meetings 
ü Transport training 
ü Opportunities to participate in inclusive sports outside of school  
ü One page profiles 
ü Nurturing clubs  
ü Spelling support 
ü Sensory time 

How will you ensure my child is included in extracurricular clubs and events? 

All students are invited to attend any extracurricular club or event organised by the 
school.  Should your child have a need which requires extra consideration, the 
Learning Support team and Health and Safety officer will undertake a risk assessment 
and work with the student, parent and child to put a plan in place. This may include 
sourcing external support from other agencies or schools such as transport for those in 
a wheelchair.   Students from the school regularly participate in Inclusive events and 
competitions provided by Essex.  



How do the school support my child’s overall wellbeing? 

Debden Park High School considers the overall well-being of every student as an 
integral part of each learner’s success.  In order to ensure this is achieved we utilise a 
range of resources including; 

- having a zero tolerance to any form of discrimination which is supported by the 
Anti-bullying policy 

- providing pastoral, medical and social support  
- a team of fully trained first aiders 
- have staff who are trained in using an EpiPen and administering buccal 

midazolam  
- staff regularly trained on Safeguarding procedures and Child protection 

matters in line with our own policy and Ofsted guidelines 
- have student mentors in Years 10 to 13 to support our younger students  
- raise awareness through information days and assemblies led by both internal 

and external agencies 
- creating one page profiles for students who continue to struggle in the learning 

environment 

What Pastoral support is available for my child? 

Our Pastoral Manager will ensure that the emotional well-being of each child is met 
through: 

ü Regular meetings 
ü Reports 
ü Parental contact and communication 
ü Support plans 
ü Mediation between peers 
ü Opportunities to develop outside of the classroom 
ü Counselling 

How do you measure the progress of my child? 

All students undertake regular end of term and/or unit tests as part of the school’s 
assessment policy.  The data collected from these is used to plan for the next phase 
of learning.  Student data is available via Progresso and will be provided to parents at 
regular intervals throughout the academic year.  Parents are invited to make contact 
with their child’s class teacher or team leaders if they have any concerns about their 
progress. 

The Learning Support team, with the support of the classroom teacher and the 
Director’s of each Year group are responsible for monitoring and tracking the progress 
of students with EHCPs or those in receipt of additional learning support such as 
additional literacy, phonics and social skills.  The progress of these students is measured 
through observation and data linked to the acquisition of key skills. 



Any student who is participating in additional support out of the classroom will also 
have their progress tracked and reviewed termly.  If there is going to be a change to 
the type of support provided then parents and students are notified at the earliest 
opportunity. 

The Learning Support team host coffee morning and drop-in sessions that allow 
parents/guardians to discuss successes, concerns and questions in regards to their 
child’s learning and/or the SEND reforms. 

How will you prepare my child for leaving school? 

In years 10, 11, 12 and/or 13, we liaise with the careers advisor regarding study and 
training options available to students after they leave school.  In some cases the 
SENDCo or a member of the Learning Support Team will meet with the student 
beforehand to talk about what they want for their future.  We will then arrange a 
careers interview and invite the careers officer to meetings with the young person and 
their family to begin preparations for when they finish Year 11.  If a student has 
decided on where they will go for their next phase of education we will invite the 
organisation to attend a planning or transfer review meeting.  

Where appropriate students with high levels of need, who are in possession of an 
EHCP, will have support with their transition plans from Information, Advice and 
Guidance.  We can also support students with completing application forms. 

Accessibility  

What access does the school have for students with SEND? 

ü Disabled parking 
ü Lift for movement between Ground and 1st floor 
ü Fire exits within every department 
ü 2 evacuation chairs with trained staff on manual handling 
ü Disabled toilets 
ü Hygiene room 
ü 2 learning support rooms which double as small classrooms 
ü Specialist height adjustable tables and foot rests 
ü Medical room 
ü First aid trained staff 
ü Liaison with Specialist teachers for advice on recommended equipment or 

resources 
ü Wide main corridor for students in wheelchairs 
ü Option to move between lessons before or after usual change over times to 

avoid the busy corridors 

Training 

What training is provided for staff and teachers of students with SEND? 



All staff including TAs have access to regular training and professional development 
provided by the SENDCo, Senior Leaders and expert teachers.  The school also use 
the expertise of external specialists to provide whole school training as required and 
appropriate.   

What exams or test arrangements are made for students with SEND? 

Students who may require additional support in exams will undertake a series of 
screening tests to determine what type of support is required.  The initial test is 
completed on a programme in school called Lucid.  Based on the outcome of this 
test students may be seen by an external assessor to confirm whether arrangements 
will be made to accommodate the child’s needs during an examination.  Types of 
support will vary based on the needs identified in the tests taken.  If your child is 
recognised as needing additional support you will be notified by the SENDCo, Team 
Leader or subject teacher.  

Who do I speak to if I have questions about my child’s SEND? 
 
If you have concerns about your child’s learning you can contact your child’s Director 
of Year, form tutor, subject teacher or pastoral manager.  Alternatively you can 
contact: 
 
SENDCo and Team Leader for Learning 
Support 
Miss Merys Rees 

Tel: 0208 4181206 
Email: MRees@dphs-tkat.org 
 

Assistant SENDCo 
Mrs Angela Donovan 

Tel: 0208 4181237 
Email: ADonovan@dphs-tkat.org 

 


