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Welcome to your Key Stage 4 choices booklet. This year you will make some important             

decisions about the subjects you will study in Year 10 and Year 11. The decisions you make 

could affect your future, so you must make your choices carefully.  

This is also a great opportunity for you to select and design part of your own timetable for the 

next two years. This means studying subjects that you enjoy.  

You do not have complete freedom to choose all your subjects as some are compulsory and 

some have the element of choice. HOWEVER, there is sufficient choice available for you to     

personalise your curriculum to suit your strengths, your aspirations and your interests.  

Listen carefully to the advice and guidance you’re given by your teacher, form tutor and parents. 

 

Good luck with your choices!  

 

The pages that follow are split into 3 groups, namely the CORE subjects, the FACILITATING 

subjects and the FOUNDATION subjects. Each group has a page for each subject in that 

group, which explains 4 important elements about that particular subject :  

 

What will I be learning? 

How will I be assessed?  

What are my next steps?  

What are my possible career options? 

 

Once you have read through these pages you will need to ask yourself the following questions: 

  

1. Will you enjoy studying the subject? 

2. Have you taken advice from your teachers and parents? 

3. Are you capable of studying the subject to examination level? 

4. Will these subjects support your career pathway?   

(do not worry if you’re undecided at this stage) 
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GCSE 

GCSE stands for General Certificate of Secondary Education and is the standard qualification 

taken by 14-16 year olds. You will take Maths, English Language, English Literature and       

Combined Science as well as other subjects. The courses you choose may contain some      

controlled assessments and will include final exams. Almost all exams will be taken at the end of 

Year 11, as per the new government regulation. 

Controlled assessments are internal assessments that are carried out under controlled           

conditions and will occur throughout the course. These assessments are internally and externally 

moderated. 

BTEC 

BTEC courses are vocational qualifications which are suitable for a wide range of students. Each 

BTEC is made up of a number of units of work which are marked individually. Each unit is graded 

as a Pass, Merit or Distinction. A Level 2 BTEC qualification is equivalent to a GCSE. At Debden, 

we offer BTEC in one subject which is Dance. 

VCERT 

Vcert courses are technical alternative qualifications which are equivalent to a GCSE             

qualification.  We offer a Vocational Certificate in Health and Fitness and Food & Cookery. Each 

Vcert is made up of a number of units of work which are internally assessed and externally               

moderated. Each unit is graded as a Pass, Merit or Distinction.  

What Qualifications are 

there? 
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SUBJECT OVERVIEW 

 

COMPULSORY (CORE) SUBJECTS 

 

All pupils study the following subjects at GCSE: 

 

• Mathematics 

• English Language 

• English Literature 

• Combined Science (unless Triple Science is selected as a subject) 

 

OPTIONAL SUBJECTS 

 

In addition to the subjects above, students will study three of the following    

subjects including at least one of the subjects in bold, a Facilitating subject. 

 

• Art and Design 

• Computer Science 

• Creative Imedia 

• Dance 

• Drama 

• Food and Cookery 

• French 

• Geography 

• Health and Fitness 

• History 

• Media Studies 

• Music 

• Photography 

• Performance and Production 

• PE 

• Religion, Ethics and Philosophy 

• Triple Science 
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Which subjects should I choose? 

 

You should choose subjects you enjoy 

It is likely that you will have enjoyed several subjects during your time at Debden. It may be     

because you like the teacher, however, you must realise that there is no guarantee that this        

particular teacher will be teaching you in Year 10 or 11. It is probable that you have enjoyed the 

subject content and enjoyed that experience.  

You should choose subjects you are good at 

Your recent assessments and progress sticker will give you a clear indication of how well you 

are doing in the different subjects. This will assist you in identifying which subjects you are doing 

well in. Speak to your teachers  regarding your progress in those subjects that you are doing well 

in and seek their advice as to whether they think the subject will be suitable for you. 

It is very important that when making the choice of subjects, you keep in mind the subject      

content to be taught and how you will be assessed. 

 

Can I choose anything I want? 

 

You can choose any subject you would like to do. However, all students will do Maths, English 

Language, English Literature, Combined Science (unless Triple Science is chosen) and 1 other 

Facilitating subject.  

 

Will I get the subjects I want? 

 

We run an open options system, so that we give you the most input into your option choices. It is 

possible that some subjects will not run due to the lack of numbers, or that particular             

combination of subjects will prove impossible to timetable. For this reason we ask that you rank 

the subjects you most want to do from both the Facilitating and Foundation groups. You 

must rank them 1-10 with your top 3 including at least 1 Facilitating subject. If you would like 

to study 2 or 3 Facilitating subjects you can.  

 

You will all be guided by Mr Denham and Mr Kalogirou as to which pathway is the right one for 

you to take. In all cases we will try our best to ensure that you get your top 3 choices, where this 

is not possible it will be discussed with you as to what the alternative options are. 

 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
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You must complete the form in this booklet by Wednesday 21st March and hand it into the 

office. If you return the form after the due date, you run the risk of not being allocated your option 

choices. 

For any other enquires or questions feel free to contact Mr Kalogirou (Assistant Headteacher)    

at DKalogirou@dphs-tkat.org or Mr Denham (Director of Year 9) at NDenham@dphs-tkat.org. 

Will I be able to change my mind next year? 

 

All options will be finalised in the summer term and you will receive a letter confirming your      

options. You will not be able to change your choices once the options are finalised. It will not be 

possible for you to move between subjects once the courses have started at the beginning of 

Year 10. 

  

Where do I go for advice? 

 

You should speak to the subject teachers of those courses that you intend on choosing. Discuss 

your options with your form tutor and your parents, as well as the Director of Year, Mr Denham. 

Remember that the choice is yours, however, you will be guided through this imperative process 

to ensure you are on the right path.  

When is the deadline? 
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CORE SUBJECTS 
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WHAT WILL I BE LEARNING? 

 

A GCSE in English Language assesses your skills to communicate with the world 

around you: to be able to read and understand explicit and implicit meaning when 

reading, as well as being able to structure and communicate your own ideas through 

writing.  

With this GCSE being 100% exam based, it is essential that you sustain prior 

knowledge in order to build on it.  For this reason we have created a both               

challenging and inspiring Key stage 4 curriculum that builds confidence, reflects and 

enhances skills as well as driving a love of learning.  You will build an appreciation 

of how writers create texts to affect their audience and how to instil these skills in 

your own writing. 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

 

The exam board is AQA, and the exam consists of two equally weighted exam papers 

that will each assess 50% reading and 50% writing skills. 

Paper 1 Section A will test your ability to infer and analyse how writers use language 

and structure in an extract from either a 20th or 21st century prose fiction text.  

Section B will then require you to produce your own narrative or descriptive writing.  

Paper 2 Section A will require you to read two non fiction extracts (one being from 

the 19th century) and through a series of four questions you will be asked to analyse 

and compare inferred ideas. Section B will require you to produce your own           

discursive writing on a given topic.   

 WHAT ARE MY NEXT STEPS? 

 

These are fundamental skills that are not only vital for your entry into Sixth Form or 

college, but in your ability to express yourself clearly in the workplace and in       

everyday life. English Language is highly valued by all employers and a requirement 

for many courses. 

MY POSSIBLE CAREER PATHS 

 

You can also study English Language in greater depth at A Level and at university, 

understanding how people have used and manipulated language in everyday          

circumstances and throughout the ages. English could lead you to a career in      

journalism, writing, teaching, law, film directing and administration jobs.  

GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

EXAM BOARD 

AQA 
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MY POSSIBLE CAREER PATHS 

 

A person with an English Literature qualification has a world of opportunities open 

to them. It will harness the specific skills needed of the journalist or the teacher, 

but will also develop critical and  argumentative reasoning which is so desired by 

employers such Service, Law Firms, Accountancy Firms and for those looking to    

explore careers in business and commerce.  

WHAT ARE MY NEXT STEPS? 

 

You will need to achieve  a Grade Level 6 to study English Literature at A Level. An 

English Literature A Level is a requirement for further English study at university, 

but is also a preferred A Level for Degree level study of subjects such as History,  

Sociology and Law. What you study at  A Level will prepare you with the critical   

reasoning skills needed at University and desired by many employers, such as 

GCHQ, the Civil Service, Law Firms, Accountancy Firms. 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

 

Paper 1 is worth 40% of your final grade and will require you to answer one  question 

on both the play and novel. For each you will need to write in detail on a given       

extract from your chosen texts and then on the texts as a whole. 

Paper 2 is worth 60% of your final grade and requires you to answer one question on 

your chosen novel or drama, and then answer two comparative questions on  poetry 

both from your studied anthology and from two unseen poems. 

WHAT WILL I BE LEARNING? 

 

Throughout this course you will be developing your inference skills, analysing how 

writers’ ideas and perspectives about the world around us and are presented through 

their writing. 

Through reading Macbeth and ‘Jekyll and Hyde’, you’ll appreciate how writers use 

language to create vivid characters, and enable you to explore the contexts of      

sixteenth century England and Victorian London. 

Modern Prose and Drama will introduce you to the contemporary greats such as 

George Orwell and JB Priestly. Alongside this you will also read a collection of       

poetry, both contemporary and literary heritage, learning to appreciate words        

beyond the depths of prose, comparing styles and meanings. 

GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE 

EXAM BOARD  

AQA 
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WHAT WILL I BE LEARNING? 

 

Combined Science will provide an exciting opportunity for you to gain the knowledge 

and understanding to recognise the impact of Science and technology on everyday 

life. You will carry out exciting and challenging practical tests which will enhance 

your learning. The specification comprises of three units of study equally spread 

across: 

 

  Biology  Chemistry  Physics 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

 

You will sit 4 exams, at the end of Year 11: 

• 1. Biology 26.4% of total GCSE   

• 2. Chemistry 26.4% of total GCSE  

• 3. Physics 26.4% of total GCSE   

• 4. Combined Science paper 20.8% of the total GCSE 

WHAT ARE MY POSSIBLE CAREER PATHS? 

You could go on to pursue careers in any of the following:   

A Doctor of Medicine, Forensic Scientist, Veterinary medicine, Microbiologist,     

Pharmacist, Materials Scientist, geneticist and many more. Furthermore, a GCSE in 

Science is very much valued and appreciated by higher education facilities and    

employers because of the valuable skills it teaches students  i.e. problem solving,   

comprehension, organisational. You could also go straight into employment and do 

further training or part time study with the support of your employer. 

GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE 

EXAM BOARD 

OCR 

WHAT ARE MY NEXT STEPS? 

 

Combined Science is a qualification recognised by all employers and Sixth Form   

colleges as vitally important. Progression to further study from GCSE will depend   

upon the number and nature of the grades achieved. If you're considering taking A 

Level Science, than Combined Science will enable you to progress with this subject 

at Sixth Form.  

Good grades in Science will show your future employer that you have a good variety 

of skills, are able to apply knowledge and think logically in many situations.  
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GCSE MATHEMATICS 

EXAM BOARD 

EDEXCEL 

WHAT WILL I BE LEARNING? 

 

GCSE Maths through problem-solving, real-life situations, mathematical  thinking. 

The learning of maths requires you to apply your knowledge to situations.              

How would you use different theories of maths to solve the problem? 

You might be asked to answer questions on, for instance, decorating a room or      

designing a garden; or perhaps paying bills or sorting out rotas for shop staff.   

The questions will require you to be able to communicate the maths you have         

applied. This may involve giving a reason for an answer, correctly setting out a proof 

or accurately reading a statistical diagram.  

 HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?  

 

You will sit 3 exams, the first paper is ‘Non-Calculator’ and the next two 

are ‘Calculator’ papers each contributing 33% of the final grade.  

All three papers cover all areas of maths, the paper's topic areas are Numbers,        

Algebra, Geometry, Measures, Statistics and Probability.   

There is a mix of question styles, from short, single-mark questions to multi-step 

problems.  

The tiers are split into higher and foundation with the Higher paper ranging from   

levels 4-9 and Foundation 1-5. The higher paper will consist of 50% grade 7 and 

above questions.  

WHAT ARE MY NEXT STEPS? 

 

Maths A Level is a must have for degrees in: Physics, Engineering, Actuarial Science,  

Economics and, of course, Maths, although you may need to study Further Maths as 

well to do this. Maths is recommended or sometimes required for: Computer Science, 

Accounting, Chemistry, Biology and Life  Sciences, Medicine/ Nursing, Dentistry, 

Business Studies, Management  Studies, Finance, Architecture, Geology, Psychology, 

Surveying and even Philosophy.  

WHAT ARE MY POSSIBLE CAREER PATHS?  

 

A person with a Maths qualification can go into: accounting, medicine, engineering, 

forensic pathology, finance, business, consultancy, teaching, IT, games,                     

development, scientific research, programming, civil service,  design, construction 

and astrophysics to name a few. 

https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/23/Medicine-Healthcare
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/2/Engineering
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/19/Banking-Finance
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/28/IT-The-Internet
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/30/Construction-Property
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FACILITATING SUBJECTS 
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WHAT WILL I BE LEARNING? 

 

Triple Science provides you with an excellent platform from which to  progress to 

any of the Science A levels. It also provides you with the opportunity to: 

 Develop interest in, and an enthusiasm for Biology, Chemistry and Physics 

 Develop a critical approach to scientific evidence and methods 

 Acquire and apply skills, knowledge and understanding of how Science works and 

it’s essential role in society 

 Acquire scientific skills, knowledge and understanding 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

 

You will sit 6 exams, at the end of Year 11, 2 in each of the 3 disciplines. 

Both of these count 50% each towards the total GCSE. 

You will achieve individual grades for all 3 of the separate sciences.  

WHAT ARE MY NEXT STEPS? 

 

Excellent levels in Triple Science at GCSE will enable you to take study these      

subjects at A Level: Biology, Chemistry, Physics which will then allow you to        

progress to university and study various Degree courses.  

WHAT ARE MY POSSIBLE CAREER PATHS? 

 

A Doctor of Medicine, Forensic Scientist, Veterinary medicine, Microbiologist,        

Pharmacist, Materials Scientist, geneticist and many more. You could also go 

straight into employment and do further training or part time study with the support 

of your employer. Many scientists will work toward Masters degrees and funded 

PhDs through their careers. There are also plenty of opportunities to gain             

professional qualifications, such as a medical professional or chartered scientist.  
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WHAT WILL I BE LEARNING? 

 

This course will develop your ability and ambition to communicate confidently and 

coherently with French native speakers in speech and writing. It will broaden your 

horizons, help you step beyond familiar cultural boundaries and develop new ways of 

seeing the world. This study will enable you to express your thoughts and ideas 

spontaneously and fluently. You will acquire new knowledge, skills and ways of 

thinking through the ability to understand and respond to authentic French material, 

including literary texts.  

By developing awareness of the culture and identity of the countries and               

communities where French is spoken, this qualification will make you a well rounded 

individual who has a passion for communication with many different people. 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

 

PAPER 1: Listening - 35 minutes, 40 marks (F), 45 minutes, 50 marks (H) 

PAPER 2: Speaking – 7/9 minutes (F), 10/12 minutes (H) – 60 marks 

PAPER 3: Reading – 45 minutes (F), 1h (H) – 60 marks 

PAPER 4: Writing – 1h, 50 marks (F), 1h 15 minutes, 60 marks (H)  

WHAT ARE MY NEXT STEPS? 

 

Due to the academic rigour required to study a language, many Russell Group      

Universities favour candidates who have a GCSE in a language, regardless of the    

subject of their degree. French A Level builds on your learning at GCSE and                 

explores the culture and history of France in more detail. You will learn to hold  

longer conversations in French and write  extended  essays on a variety of topics. 

Films, literature and music are also studied. It is a great challenge to take on but it 

is extremely rewarding. Imagine being able to read a magazine in French, listening 

to the radio in French or having a conversation with someone in Paris! C’est         

fantastique! 

WHAT ARE MY POSSIBLE CAREER PATHS?  

 

A person with a French qualification can be an interpreter, translator, teacher,    

journalist, aid worker, marketing manager, management consultant,   banker, tour 

guide, lawyer, importer, exporter, salesperson, recruitment agent, lecturer, private 

tutor, writer, personal assistant, air stewardess, artist, poet… and any job where  

language, travel and creativity are required! 

GCSE FRENCH 

Exam Board  

AQA 
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GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE 

EXAM BOARD 

OCR 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

 

Computer Systems 

Written Paper 

Computational Thinking 

Written Paper 

Project Work 

Using Text based Programming (Python) 

WHAT WILL I BE LEARNING? 

 

You will be learning about various companies like Microsoft, Google and Cisco as 
well as cyber security looks at phishing, malware, firewalls and  people as the ‘weak 
point’ in secure systems, which you will study for the first time at GCSE.  A greater 
emphasis is on ‘computational thinking’ which will allow you to learn the theory of  
programming and apply it to real life situations. This encourages mental versatility 
which will use your new-found programming skills on an independent coding project 
by solving a real-world problem of their choice. 

WHAT ARE MY NEXT STEPS? 

 

Computer Science at GCSE is a great stepping stone to A level Computer Science, 

where students will enhance the skills they have already learnt at GCSE and       

prepare themselves to study at Degree level.  Other related A levels and Degree   

courses such as Software engineering, Computer Science, Networking, Maths, 

Physics, Engineering, Economics, Accounting, Chemistry, Biology and Life           

Sciences, Medicine, Dentistry, Business Studies, Management Studies, Finance,             

Architecture, Geology, Psychology, Surveying. and even Philosophy.  

WHAT ARE MY POSSIBLE CAREER PATHS? 

 

A person with a Computing qualification can go into:  

Software design, networking, accounting, medicine, engineering, forensic pathology, 

finance, business, consultancy, teaching, IT, games development, scientific           

research, programming, civil service, design, construction and  astrophysics to name 

a few…  

https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/23/Medicine-Healthcare
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/2/Engineering
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/19/Banking-Finance
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/28/IT-The-Internet
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WHAT WILL I BE LEARNING? 

 

Geography is a multi-disciplinary subject, that involves the crucial study of the       
physical and human world we live in. Studies into the physical world include:         
volcanoes, tsunamis and other natural disasters; diverse ecosystems including     
tropical rainforests and deserts; as well as the UK’s physical landscapes,                  
particularly our coastlines. Studies into the human world include: economics, trade 
links and inequalities; cities around the world and how they’re changing; plus, the 
challenges of sustainability and managing climate change.  

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

 

1. Physical geography 

35% of the GCSE 

 

2. Human geography  

35% of the GCSE 

 

3. Geographical skills 

30% of the GCSE 

WHAT ARE MY NEXT STEPS? 

 

GCSE Geographers should have a scientific and to some extent,  mathematical mind. 
In parallel, Geographers must be able to write well, since a third of the core papers 
involve extended writing. If you are interested in GCSE Geography you should show 
a track record of good progress throughout year 9 and speak to your teachers for 
more information about the course. The fieldwork is compulsory and therefore you 
must be available for the field trip to Dorset in June/July 2019. A Level 6 in GCSE  
Geography allows you to successfully continue Geography into A Level.  

WHAT ARE MY POSSIBLE CAREER PATHS? 

 

A person with a Geography qualification is very well regarded by a range of          

employers. In fact, Geography was regarded as the most employable degree subject 
this year. This is because it requires a scientific mind, extended writing skills and  
problem solving through interpretation of geographical resources. Geography is  
useful for geographical jobs such as geologists, environmental consultants and jobs 
within the energy sector. However, since the skills used are so varied, many         
geographers go into unrelated jobs such as banking, management consultancy, 
teaching or journalism.  
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WHAT WILL I BE LEARNING? 

 

The Study of GCSE History involves the study of a broad range of topics,  spanning 

History from 1066 to the present day. You will study one paper  that examines Crime 

and Punishment over time, and you will analyse key events in British and World      

History through a study of the Norman Invasion and the Cold War. You will also     

evaluate interpretations of the past through analysis of sources relating to Weimar 

and Nazi Germany. This course is a challenging and thought provoking introduction 

to the academic study of   History, and prepares you for the rigours of A Level with a 

focus on  extended writing as the core method of examination.  

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

 
Period Study (20%)Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941–91  

British Depth Study (20%) Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, c1060–88  

Modern Depth Study (30%) Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39  

British Thematic Study with Historic Environment (30%)Crime and Punishment in 

Britain, c1000 to present &  Whitechapel, c1870–1900: crime, policing and the     

Inner city  

WHAT ARE MY NEXT STEPS? 

 

History is a subject that focuses on analysis of how and why events from the past 
occurred, as well as the study of how historians can piece together information to 
form a judgement. You will study sources from the past to identify how                  
interpretations of events differ and why different people view the same events     
differently. You will identify key changes over time and will gain a broad picture of 
some of the key events of the 20th Century alongside Pre-Modern and Early Modern 
History.  

WHAT ARE MY POSSIBLE CAREER PATHS? 

 

This course prepares you for further study of History and is also a subject that   

complements the study of Government and Politics A Level.  History is a subject 

that   allows you to develop their analysis and written communication skills which is        

relevant to many Degree Level subjects, particularly History, Law and other        

subjects that require a high level of critical thinking such as International Relations. 

The study of History prepares you for many different careers that are related to   
History as a subject such as jobs in the heritage sector, work with museums, and 
jobs in education. History is also a suitable pathway in to careers such as Law,   
Project Management, Management and Business as well as jobs in Policy Making, 
Politics and the Civil Service. 

GCSE HISTORY 

EXAM BOARD 

EDEXCEL 
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FOUNDATION SUBJECTS 
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WHAT WILL I BE LEARNING? 

 

This qualification is perfect for you if you have a passion and interest in food and 
cookery. It will provide you with experience of using different cooking techniques 
and methods to enable you to use these within further education or apprenticeships. 
It will give them a solid foundation of the skills needed for a career in food. A food 
and cookery student could become the next Master Chef! 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

 

Unit 1 Preparing to Cook 

Internally assessed portfolio of evidence 

Unit 2 Understanding Food 

Internally assessed portfolio of evidence 

Unit 3 Exploring Balanced Diets 

2 hours externally assessed paper 

Unit 4 Plan and Produce Dishes in Response to a Brief 

Internally assessed portfolio of evidence 

WHAT ARE MY NEXT STEPS? 

 

This course will develop essential employability skills that are valued by  employers. 

It can lead to further and higher education understanding of cooking techniques, 

health and safety and healthy eating.  

WHAT ARE MY POSSIBLE CAREER PATHS? 

 

Upon completion of this course, you will be qualified to go on to further study in:   

Nutrition, Food Technology, Food Testing, Apprenticeships, Catering and Food        

Industries. 

This is a qualification that will enable you to gain employment in a flourishing and 

exciting industry.  Also this will allow you to progress into further or higher            

education if you decide that you want to continue with further study after Year 11. 

VCERT IN FOOD AND COOKERY 

EXAM BOARD 

NCFE 
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WHAT WILL I BE LEARNING? 

 

Creative Media is a key part of many areas of our everyday lives and vital to the     
UK economy. Production of digital media products is a requirement of almost every  
business, so there is huge demand for a skilled and digitally literate workforce. This 
qualification will help you develop specific and transferable skills such as research, 
planning, and review, working with others and communicating creative concepts. 
The qualification’s hands-on approach has strong relevance to the way you use the 
technology required in creative media.  

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

 

Pre-Production Skills  

60 Marks 

Creating Digital Graphics 

60 Marks 

Story Telling with a Comic Strip 

60 Marks 

Creating a Digital Animation 

60 Marks 

WHAT ARE MY NEXT STEPS? 

 

Creative iMedia has a hands-on approach and a strong relevance to the way you   

use the technology required in creative media. It will enable you to continue your 

journey into Sixth Form or College and onto other courses such as A Level or BTEC 

which will allow you to further develop your knowledge and understanding on the    

technology required for creative media.  

WHAT ARE MY POSSIBLE CAREER PATHS? 

 

This course prepares you for further study of all creative media both at A Level and 

BTEC and finally at Degree Level or for jobs in the creative and media/film industry.  

These could include: Graphic Design, Advertising, Marketing, Web Design, Digital   
Animation, Online Media, Production Design, Reporting and other technologies       
related to this subject. 

CREATIVE IMEDIA  

EXAM BOARD 

OCR 
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WHAT WILL I BE LEARNING? 

 

This course will investigate the beliefs and teachings of Christianity and Islam. A 

fascinating opportunity for you to explore two of the major world religions and how 

their believers approach life, faith and difficult ethical decisions. You will also have 

opportunity to explore some of life’s big questions, does God exist? Did he  create 

the world? What happens when we die? There are many interesting perspectives and 

you’ll be free to express yours as long as you can support it with evidence, in fact 

you will be actively encouraged to do this. 

WHAT ARE MY NEXT STEPS? 

 

This course is an excellent opportunity to develop your analytical skills, you will     

be encouraged to debate and justify your  opinion and be able to  explain why and     

how others develop theirs. The GCSE is an excellent opportunity to develop your          

written skills and will help towards the following A Levels: Philosophy and Ethics,              

Sociology, Law, Government and Politics, English Literature, History, Economics and  

Psychology. 

WHAT ARE MY POSSIBLE CAREER PATHS? 

 

This course prepares you for further study of Religion, Philosophy and Ethics both at 

A Level (subjects such as Sociology, Government and  Politics and English work 

well with this course) and Degree Level or for jobs in the caring sector and            

education.  

These could include: Lawyers, Teachers, Social workers, Journalists, Doctors. 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

 

Paper 1: Study of Religions 

Two questions one on each religion 50% 

 

Paper 2: Philosophy and Ethics 

Four questions one on each theme 50% 
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GCSE MEDIA STUDIES 

EXAM BOARD 

OCR 

WHAT WILL I BE LEARNING? 

 

This course will allow you to study the media in an academic context and apply the 
knowledge and understanding gained in the process of creating your own media  
production. This exciting course will enable you to develop a wider understanding 
and appreciation of the media in both a historical and contemporary context. GCSE     
Media Studies introduces you to a range of both challenging and engaging elements 
such as Television, Film, Magazines, Radio and Music Videos plus many more. This 
qualification enables you to  analyse media language, representations, industries 
and audiences.  

WHAT ARE MY NEXT STEPS? 

 

Media Studies is centred on the appreciation, in-depth analysis and  production of 

different mediums: such as radio, film, advertising and popular music. Studying 

GCSE Media Studies will enable you to continue your  journey into Sixth Form       

and onto subjects such as A Level Film  Studies which will allow you to  further     

develop your knowledge and understanding of media language, representation and            

production skills.  

 

WHAT ARE MY POSSIBLE CAREER PATHS? 

 

This course prepares you for further study of Media both at A Level (subjects such 

as Drama, Music, English Literature work well with this course) and  Degree Level or 

for jobs in the creative and media industry.  

These could include: Advertising, journalism, acting, producing, editing, directing, 
producing, radio, television, press, writing for various media outlets. 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

 

MUSIC and NEWS 70 MARKS 

TELEVISION and PROMOTING MEDIA 70 MARKS 

CREATING MEDIA 30 MARKS (NEA)  
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WHAT WILL I BE LEARNING? 

 

You will be taking part in various exciting solo performances throughout the course 
on your chosen instrument.  Private lessons on this instrument are compulsory – this 
includes singing! 
 
You will also create 2 compositions—one to a brief set by the examiner and one of 
your choice. 
 
You will complete a listening paper that will look at set works studied during the 
course as well as unfamiliar music.  

WHAT ARE MY NEXT STEPS? 
 
 

GCSE Music can lead to A Level Music which can lead to degrees in the following  
areas: Music performance, Sound production, Studio work, Composition, Music      
business and management, Musical Theatre, Music Technology, Contemporary     
music performance. 

 

WHAT ARE MY POSSIBLE CAREER PATHS? 
 

 
This course prepares you for further study of Music both at A and Degree Level or for 

jobs in the music industry.  

These could include: Performance, song writing, recording, the record industry,    
music business and management, music industry tour management , facility, arena 
and club management, music education, public relations and advertising, radio and 
television, symphony and orchestra  performance, music industry merchandising,  
instrument work and development. Plus many more! 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

 

Performance 30% 

1 solo and 1 group 
 

Listening and Appraising 40% 

Listening paper with an essay at the end 
 

Composition 30% 

You complete 2 compositions on the Macs  



 27 

WHAT ARE MY POSSIBLE CAREER PATHS? 

 

Advertiser, Animator, Art director, Architect, Art Gallery curator, Art historian, Art         

reviewer, Art teacher, Art therapist, Cartoonist, commercial  artist, costume          

designer, Fashion designer, Fine artist, graphic designer, illustrator, interior          

designer, logo designer, make-up artist, painter, photographer, set designer, web  

designer. 

WHAT WILL I BE LEARNING? 

 

Art and Design equips you with the skills to enjoy, produce and engage with the    

visual arts.  

Part of the joy of the GCSE Art course is that you don’t just study Art,  you make 

it.  

You will: 

Research Artists and their technical process of making 

Experiment with media, materials, techniques and processes 

Record ideas relevant to intentions 

Present personal responses to a theme 
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WHAT ARE MY NEXT STEPS? 

 

Studying GCSE Art and Design will enable you to continue your journey into Sixth 

Form and onto subjects such as A Level Fine Art which will allow you to further     

develop your knowledge and understanding of visual communication, problem     

solving skills, lateral thinking, complex analysis and critical thinking skills. 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

 

Component 1: Personal Portfolio 

60% of the overall qualification. You will look at a variety of contemporary artists 

and produce artwork to a personal theme. 

 

Component 2: Externally set Assignment 

40%of the qualification. This component has a theme set by the exam board. At the 

end of the component you will sit a 10-hour sustained focus period under exam   

conditions, set over two school days. 

GCSE ART & DESIGN 
EXAM BOARD 

EDEXCEL 
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WHAT WILL I BE LEARNING? 
 
 

Photography equips you with the skills to enjoy, produce and engage with the visual 
Arts. You will learn how to use a DSLR camera along with how to use Photoshop to 
create a portfolio of work. 
 
You will: 
·Research Artists and their technical process of making 
·Experiment with media, materials, techniques and processes 
·Record ideas relevant to intentions 
· Present personal responses to a theme 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 
 

Component 1: Personal Portfolio 60% of the overall qualification. You will look at a 

variety of contemporary artists and produce artwork to a personal theme. 

 

Component 2: Externally set Assignment 40% of the qualification. This component 
has a theme set by the exam board. At the end of the  component you will sit a       
10-hour sustained focus period under  exam  conditions, set over two school days. 

WHAT ARE MY NEXT STEPS? 
 
 

A Level Photography. Developing skills in creative and practical problem solving,  
developing ideas through research, practical application, analysis and critique. 
These transferable skills gained through study of Photography are of wide              
applicability in many walks of life.  

 

WHAT ARE MY POSSIBLE CAREER PATHS? 
 
 

Fashion photographer, landscape photographer, wildlife photographer, sports       
photographer, event photographer, real estate/architect  photographer, journalist,     
concert photographer, medical photographer,  advertising photographer.  

GCSE PHOTOGRAPHY  

EXAM BOARD 

EDEXCEL 
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WHAT WILL I BE LEARNING? 

 

Firstly, you will learn how to devise your own imaginative drama pieces: 

· Collaborating in groups 

· Developing skills learned at KS3 by studying more theatrical ways to explore and 

present your ideas. 

Secondly, you will get a part in a scripted play which you will rehearse and perform 

two short extracts to a live audience.  

The final part of the course involves exploring and rehearsing a scripted play in     

lessons and watching a live theatre show, both of which you will then analyse in a 

written exam. 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

 

Group Performance: 

30% of your marks will come from your group performance of a devised piece,        

including a written portfolio of ideas. 

Scripted Performance: 

30% of your marks will come from your scripted performance including a written    

description of your ideas. 

Formal written exam: 40% of your marks will come from a formal written exam where 

you will be asked questions about the play you have studied and the professional          

production you attend. 

WHAT ARE MY NEXT STEPS? 

 

There are many things you can go on to do with a GCSE Drama qualification:- 

• A Level Drama and Theatre Studies  

•  BTEC National Certificate  

• BTEC Diploma in Performing Arts 

WHAT ARE MY POSSIBLE CAREER PATHS? 

 

 
You might wish to go into a job where it is useful to have had experience of Drama, 

or where you will need to use some of the skills developed during this course. These 

might include careers in such fields as retail, travel and tourism, sales and marketing 

or any career that involves meeting people face to face. Additionally, if you choose 

to pursue the subject further at A level this can then lead to careers in professional 

acting, teaching or arts therapy and enable you to study Drama further at university.  

GCSE DRAMA 

EXAM BOARD 

OCR 
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WHAT WILL I BE LEARNING? 

 

This is a brand new course that is aimed for you if have skills in one of the             
performing arts but would like to also learn skills in backstage and production roles. 
We advise you to choose this course if you enjoy practical work and want to know 
more about real skills needed to produce performances to choose this option, rather 
than specializing in GCSE Drama or BTEC Dance.  There is lots of flexibility in what 
you can explore and you can tailor the course to your specific skills and interests. 
This is an exciting and brand new course! 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

 

UNIT 1 30%  

You will firstly choose one of the following. 

Dance, Drama, Instrumental Music or Singing  

You will then develop a performance based on a set brief for a target audience 

UNIT 2 30% 

In addition you will then be able to specialise in one of the following areas:  

Costume , Set , Props , Lighting , Sound , Stage Management Choreography,   

Publicity , Script Writing or Film production 

UNIT 3 40% 

The final part of the course is a written exam where you will demonstrate the 
knowledge developed on the course about the Performing Arts business and the       

Industry in general. 

WHAT ARE MY NEXT STEPS? 

 

There are many things you can go on to do with a GCSE in Performance and         

Production: 

• A Level Drama and Theatre Studies or A Level Music 

·    BTEC National Certificate  

·   BTEC Diploma in Performing Arts  

WHAT ARE MY POSSIBLE CAREER PATHS? 

 

Careers may include Theatre production and performance, teaching and      

instructing, the Arts industry, and finally careers that involve meeting people 

face to face. 

GCSE PERFORMANCE AND PRODUCTION 

EXAM BOARD 

AQA 
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GCSE PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

EXAM BOARD 

OCR 

WHAT WILL I BE LEARNING? 

 

This course enables you to develop the knowledge and understanding of the        
factors that underpin physical activity and sport. This includes developing             
an understanding of physiological, psychological, and socio-cultural factors.          
Practically, you must perform effectively in different physical activities by            
developing skills and techniques and selecting and using tactics, strategies and/ or 
compositional ideas. One piece of coursework focuses on your ability to analyse 
and evaluate in order to improve performance in physical activity and sport. 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

 

Physical factors affecting performance: Written Paper.  

Socio-cultural issues and sports psychology: Written Paper.  

Performance in physical education: Non-exam assessment. 80 marks (3 practical 
performances + coursework; 20 marks each)  

WHAT ARE MY NEXT STEPS? 

 

Studying GCSE PE will enable you to continue your journey into Sixth Form and     

onto subjects such as A Level PE, Biology and Psychology; or into a vocational        

course such as BTEC Sport/Sport and Exercise Science. You will also learn valuable         

information and skills that may help you to move towards a job or career in the sport 

and leisure industry.   

WHAT ARE MY POSSIBLE CAREER PATHS? 

 

This course prepares you for further study of Physical Education and Sport-related 

courses at sixth form study; as well as being a fantastic Foundation subject      

alongside other academic subjects.  

Potential careers could include: Physiotherapist; Sports Therapist/Masseuse;         
Nutritionist; Personal Trainer; Teacher; Coach; Sports Journalist; Video Analyst; 
Sports Scientist; Social Worker.  
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WHAT WIL I BE LEARNING? 

 

This course is designed for you if you have an interest in any of the health and       
fitness factors. You will learn about exercise, lifestyle and diet. The course will     
enable you to develop knowledge and   understanding, and apply that knowledge in         
preparing, planning and developing a health and fitness programme. This course    
involves both theoretical and practical lessons. 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

 

Unit 1: The Principles of Health and Fitness.  

Internally  assessed (coursework) 

 

Unit 2: Healthy lifestyles. Internally assessed (coursework) 

 

Unit 3: Preparing and Planning for Health and Fitness.     

Externally assessed (written exam paper) 

 

Unit 4: Develop a Personal Health and Fitness Programme. 

Internally  assessed (practical assessment/coursework) 

WHAT ARE MY NEXT STEPS? 

 
 

Studying GCSE PE will enable you to continue your journey into Sixth Form and  onto 

PE and Sport-related subjects such as A Level PE, or into a vocational course such 

as BTEC Sport. You will also learn valuable information and skills that may help you 

to move towards a job or career in the sport and leisure industry. 

WHAT ARE MY POSSIBLE CAREER PATHS? 

 

This course prepares you for further study of Physical Education and Sport-related 

courses at sixth form study. 

Potential careers could include: Sports Therapist/Masseuse; Nutritionist; Personal 
Trainer; Teacher; Coach; Sports Journalist; Video Analyst; Sports Scientist; Social 
Worker.  

VCERT HEALTH & FITNESS 

EXAM BOARD 

NCFE 
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WHAT WILL I BE LEARNING? 

 
 

The qualification has three exciting components that focus on the assessment of 
knowledge, skills and practices. These are all essential to developing a basis for 
progression and therefore you will need to demonstrate attainment across all     
components in order to achieve the qualification. You will explore a range of         
different dance styles and practitioners. This is a performance based course and 
therefore some of the assessments are to a live audience. If you have a passion for 
Dance, this is the course for you! 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

 

The BTEC Tech Award consists of three components. Between them they            

compromise of theoretical and practical study giving you a  real  insight into the   

performing arts world. 

 

Component 1 Exploring the Performing Arts. Internal assessment. 

Component 2 Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing Arts.  
Internal assessment. 

Component 3 Performing to a Brief Synoptic. External assessment (40%). 
 

WHAT ARE MY NEXT STEPS AND POSSIBLE CAREER PATHS? 

 

Study of the qualification as part of Key Stage 4 learning will help you to make more 
informed choices for further learning, either   generally or in this sector. The choices 
you can make post-16 will depend on your overall level of attainment and your      
performance in the qualification. 
 
Achieving a Level 2 at BTEC will enable you to consider: 
 
· A vocational qualification at Level 3, such as a BTEC National in Performing Arts, 
which prepares you  to enter employment or apprenticeships, or to move on to higher 
education by studying a degree in the performing arts or production arts areas.  
 
· Studying at Level 2 post-16 in a range of technical routes designed to lead to work, 
to progression to employment, apprenticeships or to further study at Level 3.  

BTEC DANCE  

EXAM BOARD 

EDEXCEL 
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SUBJECTS Rank (1-10) 

GCSE ART & DESIGN  

GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE  

GCSE CREATIVE IMEDIA  

BTEC DANCE  

GCSE DRAMA  

GCSE FRENCH   

Vcert FOOD AND COOKERY  

GCSE GEOGRAPHY  

GCSE HISTORY  

Vcert HEALTH & FITNESS  

GCSE MEDIA STUDIES  

GCSE MUSIC   

GCSE PERFORMANCE AND PRODUCTION  

GCSE PE  

GCSE PHOTOGRAPHY  

GCSE RELIGION, ETHICS AND PHILOSOPHY  

GCSE TRIPLE SCIENCE  

First Name :        

Last Name: 

Form: 

Core Subjects 

You will all study English Language, English Literature, Maths and Combined Science       

(unless you’re studying Triple Science).  

You will need to rank the following subjects in the order of your preference from 1-10,1 being 

your top preference  and 10 being your least preferable  subject. Remember, at least one of the 

Facilitating subjects (in bold) must be in your top 3. If you would like to select 2 or 3 Facilitating 

subjects you can (depending on your pathway).  

Application Form 

Please complete and return this form to the office by 

Wednesday 21st March 2018 
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