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the aim of Debden Park High School is to provide an excellent education in a safe, supportive 
learning environment, where people are valued and make positive contributions to the school 
community, and where students go on to become responsible, independent members of society.

Debden Park High School was established in 
September 1999 on a tiny site in Chigwell, before 
moving to its current buildings in September 2001. 
We are very proud of our school, of our outstanding 
facilities and impressive surroundings, and it is a real 
privilege to work here.  

At the heart of everything we do are our students. 
Our curriculum is student-centred and we aim 
for their education to be inspiring, stimulating 
and challenging. Our staff are appointed for their 
passion, their enthusiasm and their imagination in 
communicating with children to ensure that every 
single child in their classes is engaged, excited and 
challenged by the learning experience at all times.   

Our vision is to empower students so that they are 
able to take control of their own future and have 
enhanced life chances as a result of learning with us. 
 

We are academically ambitious for our students and 
with the opening of our sixth form in September 2015 
and our fantastic new sixth form building, The Hive, 
in September 2016, we are excited at now having the 
opportunity to nurture their love of learning into  
A Levels and beyond.  

We want our students of all ages to become 
independent learners, who are critical in their 
thinking, informed in their choices and confident in 
their ability to succeed in the modern world, who are 
respectful and tolerant, driven and confident  
and who strive for the best. In addition to their 
academic lives, we also want our students to benefit 
from extra curricular experiences in the arts, sport 
and culture which will help them become well 
rounded balanced adults.   

Helen gascoyne  christian cavanagh
Head of School Executive Head
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“Sixth form at 
Debden Park is like 
being part of a big 
family”

Monika, Year 13 

“When you study  
A Levels you need  
to feel supported.  
The teachers at 
Debden Park really 
want us to succeed 
and go the extra 
mile to help”

Zoe, Year 13 

“It’s great having a brand new building, it feels like 
being in an office and it makes you want to succeed.”

Jordan, Year 12 

contents
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“Once I heard  
it was opening, 
I knew this was 
the sixth form  
for me”

Charlie, Year 13 

“There are so many opportunities on offer to learn 
about the world as well as your subjects – I didn’t 
think I’d get to meet a world champion swimmer”

Paris, Year 12 



By choosing Debden Park High School, you 
are opting to join a sixth form where there 
is a magnificent track record for students 
achieving their fullest potential. The progress 
made at GCSE in 2016 placed us in the top 
5% of all schools in Essex and in the top 10% 
of schools nationally. Now we are in a position 
to capitalize on this mindset as we offer our 
students the chance to progress to A Level 
standard, preparing for the future whether it 
be at university, on an apprenticeship or in the 
world of work. Our position within the Epping 
Forest Sixth Form Consortium combines an 
excellent range of subjects that are delivered 
and supported by a wealth of sixth form 
expertise; in leadership, teaching, pastoral 
support and personal tutors.  

The Hive is our brand new sixth form 
building. As the name suggests, it is a 
place buzzing with a sense of purpose and 
ambition where students are actively living 
out our mission: “Be Your Own Future” 
They have use of 8 modern, well equipped 
sixth form classrooms, a dedicated learning 
resources centre for silent study and a 
large, modern common room. In addition 
specialist classrooms for Art, Drama, Media 
and Science lessons, take place in the main 
school building ensuring that all students 
have access to high quality facilities. The 
Hive is open for students to study from 
8.00am to 6.00pm on a daily basis.

Sixth form life stretches beyond academic 
studies. We are a community that looks 
beyond the walls of our sixth form building 
to the main school and into the wider world. 
Our aim is to ensure that the students we 
work alongside can offer a range of skills 
and attributes to make them independent 
learners, valued team members and 
effective employees. This is delivered 
through an underlying programme that 
encourages students to visualise a bright 
future, to realise that success is proportional 
to effort, to regularly practice strategies for 
achievement and to remain open minded to 
advice and change.

Our young people show a strong sense 
of loyalty to the Debden Park school 
community. They play active roles in 
lower school assemblies and are weekly 
visitors to forms where they encourage 
students to read, mentor their studies 
and provide a listening ear. Many assist in 
the LRC helping students on Accelerated 
Reading programmes. Others are found 
in Key Stage 3 and 4 classrooms working 
alongside teachers to encourage success 
across the entire learning journey.  
In addition our generous and talented 
students enjoy fundraising for charities, 
providing technical support for the 
incredible school productions, performing 
at school functions and training with sports 
teams. They are given opportunities to take 
part in World Challenge initiatives which 
enable them to experience life beyond 
Debden and to contribute to making life 
better for those less fortunate  
than themselves.  

We are extremely proud of our 11-19 school, 
proud of our students and proud of their 
futures. Be your own future with us.

Hayley martin-burns
Director of Sixth Form
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When the school started in 1999, we dreamed of having a sixth form.  
Since mr cavanagh started in February 2007, together with the governors, 
he worked tirelessly to make that dream a reality and our sixth form was 
opened in September 2015. 



our sixth form building is named the Hive to reflect the feeling of industry, 
purpose and team shown by the students and the staff at Debden Park High 
School. We understand how important the environment is to learning and 
how it makes a significant contribution to student success. these beliefs 
are what underpinned the design of the purpose built, dedicated sixth form 
accommodation.  

be inspired...

The building is open for study from 
8.00am to 6.00pm on a daily basis. During 
school holidays, arrangements are made 
for support classes and exam practice 
sessions.

There is space to learn, reflect and relax in 
The Hive. There are 8 bright, air conditioned 
class rooms where theoretical lessons take 
place, equipped with the latest flat screen 
technology and stylish office like furniture. 
The lessons which need more specialist 
facilities take place in the main school 
building.

At the heart of the Hive is the airy,  
spacious common room. This is the ideal 
spot for group work and peer to peer study 
sessions and time with friends. There are 
relaxing sofas and coffee tables, booths, 
meeting tables and chairs. There is kitchen 
space for preparing and storing drinks  
and snacks. 

Upstairs, there is a dedicated space for 
silent study with work pods that provide a 
space to charge laptops and to print study 
documents. The space is supervised by 
members of the Leadership and Sixth  
Form teams to encourage students 
in becoming motivated, independent 
learners. There is Wi-Fi access to students 
throughout the building.

Both spaces are resourced with information 
about futures: UCAS, universities, 
apprenticeships and careers and book 
shelves with copies of all relevant text 
books. There are current novels available 
and background texts to deepen knowledge 
understanding. Broadsheet newspapers are 
available on a daily basis. In the common 
room the plasma screen keeps students 
up to date with events, deadlines and 
celebrations associated with sixth form life.
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Joining the sixth form marks a big 
change in learning style that has 
a very strong focus on student 
independence. Students can only 
gain this level of independence in the 
knowledge that they are supported 
by an experienced team of teachers, 
tutors and pastoral staff.

be supported...

Tutors spend four hours a fortnight with 
their tutees. Their time together is used 
to develop the characteristics associated 
with successful A Level students. There are 
termly progress sessions for students to 
compare their attainment with the grades 
they have targeted for themselves. They 
work with their tutors, reflecting on the 
feedback from subject teachers to develop 
an action plan for progress towards their 
chosen goals. Tutors use these action 
plans as the backdrop to academic 
reviews, monitoring the students’ actions 
towards continuous improvement. The tutor 
relationship continues across both years 
of sixth form study. This enables tutors 
to mentor students through the A Level 
process and then to capitulate with an 
informed and eloquent reference for UCAS 
and employment applications.

Although not the only option for the future, 
university preparation is an important 
part of sixth form life. Students are given 
opportunites to attend conferences and 
open days to inform their course choices 

and destinations. There is a wide selection 
of literature available and our experienced 
staff invite in speakers from a range of 
colleges to inspire and generate awareness 
of the vast range of opportunites on offer 
in Higher Education. Our careers experts 
provide mock interviews and links to 
the worlds of industry and commerce. 
All students finish Year 12 with a work 
shadowing opportunity in a related field to 
their chosen career or studies.

Sometimes there is the need to talk on a 
more personal level during sixth form life. 
Whether this is about emotional or medical 
needs, there are qualified members of staff 
in house to talk to and who can refer to 
other agencies when needed. Safeguarding 
students is of utmost importance through 
school life and especially during the 
demands of A Level and Level 3 studies.



the leaders of the future are distinguishable by more than just their academic 
qualifications. at Debden Park High School Sixth Form we help students to learn 
about life skills through our diverse programme of enrichment opportunities.  

be involved...

Devolving responsibilities

Our Head Boy and Head Girl supported by 
the Student Voice Leadership Team take on 
the leadership and management of a range 
of key events. These may be charitable, 
social or linked to academic life but each 
member of the team has a specified role 
and organisational responsibilities. They 
work alongside staff on the conception of 
ideas, the planning of strategies and the 
implementation of the project. Whether this 
be managing a budget for a prom event or 
rolling out a fund raising event, sixth form 
students are encouraged to take ownership 
of ideas and deliver a quality product.

community enrichment

At Debden Park High School, we recognise 
our sixth form students as young adults with 
skills and strengths that can be shared with 
and used to motivate our younger students. 
In Year 12, students work in pairs to support 
a form tutor and tutees in the lower school. 
They make weekly visits to their form, 
acting as ambassadors, providing support 
in learning and becoming a familiar face 
around school to the newest members of 
the Debden family. These relationships 
extend into the learning environment. 
Students are encouraged to “Adopt a 
Teacher” from within their own subject 
choices. They spend at least an hour a 

week, working within that department, 
leading learning, encouraging progress and 
issuing the sixth form’s very own “You’ve 
Impressed Me” stickers.

Performing arts

As a Performing Arts specialist school, there 
is always a buzz around our presentations 
and productions. These would not be 
possible without the dedicated support of 
sixth form students who volunteer to man 
the sound and lighting desks, to help with 
make-up and costumes and to lead break 
out rehearsal groups.

trips and travel

Learning is deepest when an idea is seen 
in a real life application or delivered by an 
industry expert. As a result, students at 
Debden Park High School Sixth Form are 
given access to experiences outside of the 
classroom including trips to art galleries, 
plays, subject conferences, observatories, 
universities and legal establishments. 

The key quality that employers are seeking is 
resilience. We encourage students to develop 
this characteristic throughout their time in 
sixth form, from the high ropes induction 
experience, to the multi-skilled Brighton 
Challenge and through to the chance to 
engage on an expedition further afield 
through the World Challenge organisation.
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our students are actively encouraged to “be their own futures”. Success is 
not something that is linked to our genes. Success it the result of vision, 
commitment and sound practise. it is the result of a partnership between 
students, school and parents/guardians.

be successful...

What students can expect from 
Debden Park Sixth Form:

•   a learning environment within which 
students can reach their full potential. 

•   a knowledgeable teaching team that 
communicates, stimulates, challenges 
and supports.

•   a friendly, caring, supportive environment. 
•   a tutor team which monitors progress, 

provides guidance and assistance in 
setting targets for improvement. 

•   an on-going monitoring process within 
which there will be parents’ evenings, 
academic reviews, written reports and 
interim assessments as appropriate. 

•   the provision of suitable areas for  
private study. 

•   the opportunity to develop interpersonal 
skills. 

•   access to advice for careers, 
apprenticeships and university placements.   

•   access to targeted intervention as 
demonstrated by assessment feedback.

We expect our students to:  

•   be respectful to other students, staff  
and visitors. 

•   be determined to make the most of their 
time in the sixth form, producing high 
quality work and making exceptional 
progress.

•   be dressed smartly in-line with our  
dress code.

•   be indepedent learners, valuing time, 
effort and mastering strategies.

•   make best use of and take good care of 
the facilities and resources provided.

•   keep attendance above 95%.
•   seek opportunities to develop the skills 

and attributes of future leaders.

Dress Code
Sixth form students are expected to 
set a good example to the rest of the 
school through their high standard of 
dress. Their dress should be smart 
business wear. Colours are restricted 
to black, grey and navy.

Male

•   Business suit  

•   Collared shirt and tie

•   Smart shoes (not trainers or other 
casual shoes)

•   Optional V neck jumper following 
colour code  

Female

•   Business skirt suit or trouser suit

•   Smart Blouse or fitted shirt, long or 
short sleeves (not sleeveless)

•   Suit skirt must be knee length

•   Suit trousers must be tailored

•   Suit jacket must be tailored

•   Smart shoes or boots (no high heels, 
trainers or other casual shoes)

•   Optional button through cardigan 
following colour code

Students will also be issued with  
photo ID badges and should wear 
them at all times.



Subject Minimum essential grades required 
where subject studied at GCSE

Alternative where subject not 
studied at GCSE

art & Design (Fine art) B at GCSE

biology B at GCSE (Single Science) or BB in 
Double Science (including B in Biology 
component) and grade 6 in Maths

business Studies B at GCSE Grade 6 in GCSE Maths and English

chemistry B at GCSE (Single Science) or BB in 
Double Science (including B in Chemistry 
component) and grade 6 in Maths

computer Science B at GCSE ICT Grade 6 in GCSE Maths and English

Design & technology: 
Product Design

B in GCSE Technology Option Grade B in Engineering or Art and 
Grade 6 in GCSE Maths

Drama & theatre 
Studies

B at GCSE and grade 6 in GCSE 
English

Grade 6 in GCSE English

economics B at GCSE Grade 6 in GCSE Maths and English

english literature Grade 6 in both English Literature and 
English Language

French B at GCSE

geography B at GCSE

government & Politics Grade 6 in GCSE English & grade B 
in any Humanities subject studied

History B at GCSE

mathematics Grade 7 or above at GCSE

Further maths Grade 8 or above at GCSE

media Studies B at GCSE Grade 6 in GCSE English

music B at GCSE and/or Grade 4 or above in 
instrument/voice

Physical education B at GCSE (with B on the theory paper)

Philosophy & ethics Grade 6 in GCSE English

Physics B at GCSE (Single Science) or BB in 
Double Science (including B in Physics 
component) and grade 6 in Maths

Psychology B at GCSE Grade 6 in English and either a B in 
Science or grade 6 in Maths

Sociology Grade 6 in GCSE English

btec Performing arts 5 GCSE passes at Grade C and 
above. English and Maths at Grade 5 
also required

btec Sport & exercise 
Science

5 GCSE passes at Grade C and 
above, must include Science. English 
and Maths at Grade 5 also required

minimum entry requirements
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choosing sixth form options is the last major decision students make in their 
school journey. not everyone has a clear picture of where they would like to 
be when they finish that journey. at Debden Park High School, we work with 
students to visualise their futures, supporting this by offering a wide range of 
subjects and courses to study in sixth form. the courses we offer are: 

•   A Levels which are 2 year linear courses that are examined at the end of year 13.

•   AS Levels which are one year courses that are examined at the end of year 12. 

•   Level III BTEC Foundation Diplomas which are a combination of practical assessments, 
coursework with some examined modules. The courses take 2 years to complete.

be learning...minimum entry requirements

Staff are also on hand to think about 
grouping subjects appropriately. If students 
are planning to go to university, we help 
them to recognise that universities often ask 
that students have at least one “facilitating 
subject”. These are key subjects like 
Maths, English, Science, Languages and 
Humanities. Students are encouraged to 
ensure their options include at least one 
subject from this group. Students also need 
to consider whether their choices are within 
an appropriate group of subjects which 
have a recognisable theme, whether this 
be technological, arts-based or scientific. 
Teachers help students to identify where 
certain future pathways require a specialist 
combination; such as Medicine, Vet and 
Performing Arts courses.

The type of work covered in sixth form 
goes deeper and stretches students more 
than GCSE. We ask that students have 
a minimum of 5 Grade B GCSEs and at 
least grade 5 in Maths and English. Some 
subjects have specific minimum entry 
requirements, these are in the table on the 
opposite page and outlined on the subject’s 
course outline. 

To further extend students’ skills and 
knowledge, we offer the opportunity to 
study for the Extended Project Qualification 
(EPQ) in a subject of the students’ choice. 
This is an opportunity to work to a deadline 
to produce written documents and oral 
presentations that become excellent topics 
for expert discussion at future interviews.



12 DebDen Park HigH ScHool  |  SixtH Form ProSPectuS

course structure
2 year course

component 1: Personal investigation

component 2: Externally set unit

Students go on to be:
- Animators - Architects
- Art gallery curators - Art therapists
- Fashion designers - Fine artists
- Graphic designers - Illustrators
- Interior designers - Photographers
- Stylists - Product designers
- Set designers - Visual merchandisers
- Web designers

“Be inspired and explore your creativity! 
Fine art requires engagement with artistic 
and intellectual concepts through a range 
of materials, techniques and processes, 
for the purpose of self-expression. ”
Subject works well with:
Media

English

Psychology

assessment objectives
ao1: Develop ideas through sustained 
and focused investigations informed 
by contextual and other sources, 
demonstrating analytical and critical 
understanding. 

ao2: Explore and select appropriate 
resources, media, materials, techniques and 
processes, reviewing and refining ideas as 
work develops. 

ao3: Record ideas, observations and 
insights relevant to intentions, reflecting 
critically on work and progress. 

ao4: Present a personal and meaningful 
response that realises intentions and, where 
appropriate, makes connections between 
visual and other elements.

transferrable Skills
cognitive skills

-  Non-routine problem solving – expert 
thinking, metacognition, creativity.

-  Systems thinking – decision making and 
reasoning.

-  Critical thinking – definitions of critical 
thinking are broad and usually involve 
general cognitive skills such as analysing, 
synthesising and reasoning skills.

-  ICT literacy. 

interpersonal skills

-  Communication – active listening, oral 
communication, written communication, 
assertive communication and non-verbal 
communication.

-  Relationship-building skills – teamwork, 
trust, intercultural sensitivity, service 
orientation, self-presentation, social 
influence, conflict resolution and negotiation.

-  Collaborative problem solving.

minimum entry requirements
B at GCSE

art & Design (Fine art)
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examination board: Edexcel
Web link to Specification:  
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/art-and-design-2015.html#tab-0
teacher contact:  
Kiri Bradbury, kbradbury@dphs-tkat.org 
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course structure
2 Year Course

3 Terminal Exams

Practical Assessment 

Students go on to be:
- Research scientists

- Doctors

- Vets

- Physiotherapists

- Nurses

- Teachers

- Conservationists

- Environmentalists

“Biology is: The chance to discover and 
understand how living things on earth 
interconnect with each other. To analyse 
the workings of the human body at a 
molecular level in order to co-ordinate our 
day to day responses. New discoveries in 
Biology are allowing our medical system 
to advance, saving more and more lives 
each day and this course allows you to 
look in detail at how these new techniques 
are discovered and used. ”
Subject works well with:
Maths

Chemistry

Physics

PE

 

assessment objectives
ao1: Demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of scientific ideas, processes, 
techniques and procedures. 

ao2: Apply knowledge and understanding 
of scientific ideas, processes, techniques 
and procedures:

n  in a theoretical context

n   in a practical context

n  when handling qualitative data.

ao3: Analyse, interpret and evaluate 
scientific information, ideas and evidence, 
including in relation to issues, to:

n  make judgements and reach conclusions.

transferrable Skills
- Research

- Precision

- Analysing data

-  Using computer software to model new 
concepts

- Understanding complex ideas

minimum entry requirements
B at GCSE (Single Science) or BB in Double 
Science (including B in Biology component) 
and grade 6 in Maths

biology
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examination board: OCR
Web link to Specification:  
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171736-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-biology-a-h420.pdf
teacher contact:  
Madam Kendall, lkendall@dphs-tkat.org 
Rozh Barzinji, rbarzinji@dphs-tkat.org
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course structure
Over the course of the two years students 
will study 4 themes:

1.  Marketing and People 
2.  Managing Business Activities 
3.  Business Decisions and Strategy 
4.  Global Business 

the a-level course comprises of 3 
exams across the 4 themes. 

the course is 100% exam - there is 
no coursework

Students go on to be:
Students go on to be in:
-   finance
-  retail
-  product management
-  the public sector
-  the charitable sector

“You will be successful at this  
subject if you…

Would like to know more about how 
the real business world works, from the 
corner shop to a multimillion pound global 
organisation.

Work closely with your peers to 
investigate how businesses plan for now 
and the future, how they are structured 
and managed. Most importantly Business 
Studies A level give you context and 
“real business” cases to use and develop 
ideas. A practical subject with flexibility for 
future career and education choices. ”
Subject works well with:
Psychology

English Language

Media Studies

Maths

assessment objectives
ao1: Knowledge of terms, concepts, 
theories, methods and models to show 
an understanding of how individuals and 
organisations are affected by and respond 
to business issues.

a02: Apply knowledge and understanding 
to various business contexts to show how 
individuals and organisations are affected 
by and respond to issues.

a03: Analyse issues within business, 
showing an understanding of the impact 
on individuals and organisations of external 
and internal influences.

a04: Evaluate qualitative and quantitative 
evidence to make informed judgements 
and propose evidence-based solutions to 
business issues.

transferrable Skills
Throughout the course you will develop:

-  Numeracy

-  Communication

-   An understanding of the business 
environment

-  Commercial awareness

minimum entry requirements
B at GCSE or Grade 6 in GCSE Maths and 
English where subject not studied at GCSE

business Studies
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s examination board: Edexcel
Web link to Specification:  
http://qualifications.pearson.com/
en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/
business-2015.html
teacher contact:  
Cassie Brown, cbrown@dphs-tkat.org 
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course structure
2 Year Course

3 Terminal Exams

Practical Assessment Endorsement

Students go on to be:
-  Doctors -  Medical Professionals
-  Pharmacist -  Vets
-  Chemists -  Biochemists
-   Food scientists/ -  Forensic scientists 

Nutritionalists -  Opticians
-  Engineers -  Software engineers
-  Microbiologists -  Accountants
-  Bankers 

“Chemistry allows you to understand the 
structure of the Universe from the very  
smallest subatomic particles to the largest 
planetary compositions. The world’s 
biggest problems can only be solved 
through advances in Chemistry. The most 
exciting discoveries are still waiting to be 
made. ”
Subject works well with:
Maths

Biology

Physics

Earth Sciences

Social Sciences

 

assessment objectives
ao1: Demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of scientific ideas, processes, 
techniques and procedures. 

ao2: Apply knowledge and understanding 
of scientific ideas, processes, techniques 
and procedures: 
n  in a theoretical context 
n  in a practical context 
n  when handling qualitative data 
n  when handling quantitative data. 

ao3: Analyse, interpret and evaluate 
scientific information, ideas and evidence, 
including in relation to issues, to: 
n  make judgements and reach conclusions 
n   develop and refine practical design and 

procedures.

transferrable Skills
-  Problem solving
-  Working in a team
-  Oral and written communication skills
-  Planning and organising
-  Initiative

-  Independent learning skills

minimum entry requirements
B at GCSE (Single Science) or BB in 
Double Science (including B in Chemistry 
component) and grade 6 in Maths

chemistry
examination board: OCR
Web link to Specification:  
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171720-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-chemistry-a-h432.pdf
teacher contact:  
Mr Curno, mcurno@dphs-tkat.org 
Mr Hussain, fhussain@dphs-tkat.org
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course structure
2 components AS

3 components A2

Students go on to be:
-  Teachers
-  Engineers
-  AI developers
-  Gaming developers
-  In Cyber Security
-  Database architects

“Focus on programming, building on our 
GCSE Computing and emphasise the 
importance of computational thinking as a 
discipline. ”
Subject works well with:
ICT

Maths

Physics 

transferrable Skills
-  Communication

-  Evaluation 

-  Analysis 

-  Presentation 

-  Problem solving 

-  Enhance computational thinking 

minimum entry requirements
B at GCSE ICT or Grade 6 in GCSE Maths 
and English where subject not studied at 
GCSE

computer Science
b

e
 l

e
a
rn

in
g
..

.  

c
o
m

p
u
te

r 
S

c
ie

n
c
e examination board: OCR

Web link to Specification:  
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-computer-science-h046-h446-from-2015/

teacher contact:  
Mr R Rahman, rrahman@dphs-tkat.org 
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course structure
Paper 1 written exam (core technical 
principles and core designing and making).

25% of A-level

Paper 2 written exam (Specialist 
knowledge, technical and designing and 
making principles). 25% of A-level.  
Non-exam assessment (Practical 
application of technical principles) 50%  
of A-level.

Students go on to be:
-  Product Designers -  Architects
-  Design Engineers -  Graphic Designers
-  Interior Designers -  Car Designers
-  Games Designers -  Web Designers 

“Design is a funny word. Some people 
think design means how it looks. But of 
course, if you dig deeper, it’s really how it 
works”. ”Steve Jobs 

Subject works well with:
Physics

Maths

Art 

Humanities

Computer Science

 

assessment objectives
ao1: Identify, investigate and outline design 
possibilities to address needs and wants. 

ao2: Design and make prototypes that are 
fit for purpose. 

ao3: Analyse and evaluate: 
n   design decisions and outcomes, 

including for prototypes made by 
themselves and others 

n   wider issues in design and technology.

ao4: Demonstrate and apply knowledge 
and understanding of
n  technical principles
n  designing and making principles.

transferrable Skills

-  Analytical skills

-  Planning skills

-  Developing heuristic skills

-  Creativity strategies

-  Research and investigation skills

-  Evaluation skills

-  Problem solving skills

minimum entry requirements
B in GCSE Technology Option or Grade B 
in Engineering or Art and Grade 6 in GCSE 
Maths where subject not studied at GCSE

Design & technology: Product Design

examination board: AQA
Web link to Specification:  
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/design-and-technology/specifications/AQA-7552-SP-2017.PDF
teacher contact:  
Mr Newman, mnewman@dphs-tkat.org
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course structure
2 Year Course

3 Components

Practical Performances 

Written exam

Regular theatre visits

Students go on to be:
-   Journalists 
-   Presenters
-   TV, theatre or film performers
-   Backstage production crew 
-   Front of house staff
-   Events management 
-   Teachers

“Theatre is...

Creating original pieces of theatre is 
an extremely rewarding process and 
allows you to express yourself through 
a live medium whilst developing key 
performance skills.

Through studying the development of 
theatre practitioners and writers from the 
20th century you will also learn how to 
explore texts as a performer, designer and 
director. ”
Subject works well with:
Art 

English 

Media

assessment objectives
ao1: Create and develop ideas to 
communicate meaning as part of 
the theatre-making process, making 
connections between dramatic theory and 
practice.

ao2: Apply theatrical skills to realise artistic 
intentions in live performance.  

ao3: Demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of how drama and theatre is 
developed and performed.

ao4: Analyse and evaluate their own work 
and the work of others. 

transferrable Skills
-  Communication

-  Evaluation 

-  Analysis 

-  Presentation 

-  Organisation 

-  Co-operation 

-  Vocal skills

-  Movement skills

minimum entry requirements
B at GCSE and grade 6 in GCSE English or 
grade 6 in GCSE English where subject not 
studied at GCSE

Drama & theatre
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Web link to Specification:  
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/drama-and-theatre-2016.html
teacher contact:  
Mr S Ventura, sventura@dphs-tkat.org 
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course structure
Over the course of the two years students 
will study 4 themes:

1.   Introduction into markets and market 
failure

2.   The UK Economy: Performance and 
Policies

3.  Markets and Business behaviour

4.  The national and global economy

The A-Level course comprises of 3 exams:

Paper 1:  Markets and Business behaviour 
2hrs 
Worth 35% of A-Level 
-   Content taken from Themes  

1 and 3

Paper 2:  The national and global economy 
2hrs  
Worth 35% of A-Level 
-   Content taken from Themes  

2 and 4

Paper 3:  Microeconomics and 
Macroeconomics 
2hrs 
Worth 30% of A-Level 
-   Content taken from Themes  

1, 2, 3 and 4

Students go on to be:
-  Economists 
-  Analysts
-  Statisticians 
-  Bankers
-  Lawyers  

“You will be successful at this subject 
if you…

-  Question the world around you

-   Have an interest in what the government 
spends taxes on and why

-  Are a competent mathematician

-   Can write to persuade and support your 
written arguments with evidence ”

Subject works well with:
Maths

Government and Politics

History

Sociology

assessment objectives
The aims and objectives of the Economics  
A Level are to enable students to:
n   develop an interest in, and enthusiasm 

for, the subject 
n   appreciate the contribution of economics 

to the understanding of the wider 
economic and social environment

n   develop an understanding of a range 
of concepts and an ability to use those 
concepts in a variety of different contexts

n   use an enquiring, critical and thoughtful 
approach to the study of economics 
and develop an ability to think as an 
economist

n   understand that economic behaviour can 
be studied from a range of perspectives

n   develop analytical and quantitative skills.

transferrable Skills
Throughout the course you will develop:
-  Your ability to question 
-  Your mathematical skills
-  The ability to theorise concepts
-   The ability to formulate and argument 

based upon sound evidence
-  Interpret data beyond the headline figures

minimum entry requirements
B at GCSE or Grade 6 in GCSE Maths 
and English where subject not studied at 
GCSE

economics
examination board: Edexcel
Web link to Specification:  
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/
economics-a-2015.html
teacher contact:  
Rosie Bell, rbell@dphs-tkat.org 
Cassie Brown, cbrown@dphs-tkat.org
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course structure
aS:
-   Twentieth-Century American Literature 

(exam)
-   Hamlet and Nineteenth-Century Poetry 

(exam)

a-leVel
-  American Literature, 1880-1940 (exam)
-   Hamlet, Nineteenth-century poetry and A 

Doll’s House (exam)
-  The poetry of Wilfred Owen (coursework)
-   A comparison of twentieth and twenty-

first century literature (coursework) 

Students go on to be:
-   Journalists -  Lawyers
-  Editors / Publishers -  Academics
-  Civil Servants -  Teachers
-  Writers -  PR Specialists
-   Sales and Marketing  -  Librarians 

Professionals 

“Studying English Literature means you 
not only enjoy, examine and critique the 
literary form, but you also open your 
mind to new ideas and new perspectives, 
studying the complexities of human  
nature and the great philosophical 
questions. ”
Subject works well with:
History
Maths
Sciences
Media
Drama
Art

assessment objectives
ao1: making a ‘point’ At AS level, the 
expectation will not be that you will offer a 
series of ‘points’ or ‘answers’, rather that 
you will develop an overall ‘argument’ in 
response to a particular question or idea. 
You will also be assessed on the quality 
of your expression. The expectation will 
be that you write fluently and refer to 
critical concepts and employ terminology 
throughout.

ao2: evidence and analysis  
You will be expected to ‘discuss’ the 
effects of language, structure, and form. 
Underdeveloped comments on evidence are 
unlikely to lead to high marks. 
These exams are closed book. While in 
some of the exams you will be given a short 
extract, you will be expected to recall a vast 
array of evidence; these should be blended 
skilfully into discussions.

ao3: context You will be expected to 
discuss the significance and influence of 
the context. Consistently developed and 
detailed understanding of the significance 
and influence of the contexts needs to be 
discussed, particularly in terms of when 
literary texts are both written and received.

ao4: Drawing links across texts  
In some of the questions, you will be 
expected to draw detailed connections 
between texts and across an author or poet’s 
body of work.

ao5: interpretations In some of 
the questions, you will be expected to 
understand how other people (academics, 
performers or directors) have interpreted the 
text and evaluate these interpretations in 
relation to your own.  

transferrable Skills
-  Analysis and Evaluation
-  Constructing Arguments
-  Organising ideas
-  Written communication
-  Critical thinking

minimum entry requirements
Grade 6 in both English Literature and 
English Language

english literature
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Web link to Specification:  
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-english-literature-h072-h472-from-2015/

teacher contact:  
Dr A Hogan, ahogan@dphs-tkat.org 
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course structure
2 Year Course

3 Terminal Exams

Individual Research Project

Students go on to be:
French students go on to work in:
ANY FIELD THEY WANT!
-  Education
-  Business
-  Research
-  Politics
-  Science
-  … You name it.

“French will:

Enhance your linguistic skills, promote and 
develop your capacity for critical thinking. 
It will develop your ability to interact 
effectively with and mediate between 
cultures and between speakers of the 
language. Your knowledge about matters 
central to the society and culture of the 
country or countries where the language is 
spoken will be greatly enriched. 

Linguists are:

n   Autonomous and resourceful
n   Creative and great communicators
n   Analytical and critical thinkers  ”
Subject works well with:
English

History

Geography

ICT

assessment objectives
ao1: understand and respond 
n   In speech to spoken language including 

face-to-face interaction

n   In writing to spoken language drawn from 
a variety of sources.

ao2: understand and respond
n   In speech to written language drawn 

from a variety of sources

n   In writing to written language drawn from 
a variety of sources.

ao3: manipulate the language 
accurately, in spoken and written 
forms, using a range of lexis and 
structure.

ao4: Show knowledge and 
understanding of, and responds 
critically and analytically to, different 
aspects of the culture and society 
of countries/communities where the 
language is spoken.

transferrable Skills
-  Communication
-  Critical thinking
-  Research skill
-  Creativity

minimum entry requirements
B at GCSE

French
examination board: AQA
Web link to Specification:  
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/
languages/as-and-a-level/french-7652
teacher contact:  
Madam Orcel, morcel@dphs-tkat.org
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course structure
Two exams (No coursework)

Paper 1: Physical geography – 50% 
Tectonic Processes and Hazards, Coastal 
Landscapes and Change

Paper 2: Human geography – 50% 
Globalisation, Regenerating Places

Students go on to be:
- Climatologists

- Town planners

- Archivists

- Teachers

- Academics

- Researchers

- Conservationists

- Environmental engineers

- Meteorologists

- Business consultants/analysts

“Geographers are passionate about the 
world around them and want to better 
understand how humans affect and are 
affected by, the Earth we live on.”
Subject works well with:
Biology

Mathematics

History

Government and Politics

Sociology

assessment objectives
ao1: Demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of places, environments, 
concepts, processes, interactions and 
change, at a variety of scales. 

ao2: Apply knowledge and understanding 
in different contexts to interpret, analyse 
and evaluate geographical information and 
issues. 

ao3: Use a variety of relevant quantitative, 
qualitative and fieldwork skills to: 

n●  investigate geographical questions and 
issues 

n●  interpret, analyse and evaluate data and 
evidence construct arguments and draw 
conclusions.

transferrable Skills
- Essay writing

- Conduct independent research 

- Explain scientific theories in depth 

-  Interpret and analyse unseen resources 
e.g. photographs, charts, maps, articles

minimum entry requirements
B at GCSE

geography
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Web link to Specification:  
http://qualifications.pearson.com/
en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/
geography-2016.html#tab-0
teacher contact:  
Ms Curling, lcurling@dphs-tkat.org 
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course structure
2 Year Course

2 Terminal Exams

Students go on to be:
-  Lawyers -  Politicians

-  Civil Servants -  Researchers

-  Journalists -  Teachers 

-  Analysts 

“Government and Politics is:

The study of people and how they interact. 
It is the study of how and why society 
works. It is the study of power; how people 
compromise and how people organise 
themselves. 

Politics students enjoy:

-  Debating
-  Analysing
-  Listening ”
Subject works well with:
History 

Economics

Sociology 

Psychology

English  

Geography 

topics Studied
-  Governing the UK

-  People and Politics

-  The Constitution

-  Pressure groups

-  Democracy

-  The Prime Minister

-  Parliament 

-  Political Parties

-  Laws

-  Judges and Civil Liberties 

assessment objectives
ao1: Knowledge and understanding of 
key concepts, institutions, processes and 
theories. 

ao2: Analyse and evaluate political 
information, arguments and explanations. 

ao3: Construct and communicate coherent 
arguments using a range of political 
vocabulary.

transferrable Skills
-  Debating 

-  Analysing 

-  Communicating complex ideas

-  Writing

-  Critical Thinking 

-  Researching

minimum entry requirements
Grade 6 in GCSE English & grade B in any 
Humanities subject studied.

government & Politics

examination board: Edexcel
Web link to Specification:  
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/
Government%20and%20
teacher contact:  
Mr Tilbury, itilbury@dphs-tkat.org
Mr Birmingham,  
rbirmingham@dphs-tkat.org 
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course structure
Three exams + coursework

russia – 30%

china – 20%

british empire – 30%

coursework – 20%

Students go on to be:
- Lawyers

- Teachers

- Academics

- Archaeologists

- Archivists

- Civil servants

- Analysts

- Business consultants

“Studying history at A Level opens your 
mind, and your options. You will be pushed 
to consider a range of perspective on the 
past, and to form your own arguments 
about how key events in history unfolded. 
Studying history develops your academic 
ability, but also fundamentally helps form 
your world view.”
Subject works well with:
English

Geography

Government & Politics

Philosophy 

assessment objectives
ao1: Demonstrate, organise and 
communicate knowledge and 
understanding to analyse and evaluate the 
key features related to the periods studied, 
making substantiated judgements and 
exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, 
consequence, change, continuity, similarity, 
difference and significance. 

ao2: Analyse and evaluate appropriate 
source material, primary and/or 
contemporary to the period, within its 
historical context. 

ao3: Analyse and evaluate, in relation to the 
historical context, different ways in which 
aspects of the past have been interpreted.

transferrable Skills
- Using evidence
- Assessing the value of evidence
- Constructing arguments
- Analysing evidence/arguments
- Developing reasoned judgements
- Evaluation of conceptual ideas
- Independent thinking
- Independent study

minimum entry requirements
B at GCSE

History
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Web link to Specification:  
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/
History/2015/Specification%20
and%20sample%20
assessments/9781446914366_
GCE_2015_A_HIST.pdf
teacher contact:  
Mr Saunders, jsaunders@dphs-tkat.org 



 25

b
e
 le

a
rn

in
g
...  

m
ath

e
m

atics an
d
 F

u
rth

e
r m

ath
e
m

atics
course structure
Both are assessed as 6 modules, learnt over 
2 years. Both involve 6 assessed units:  
4 Core maths, 2 applied.

Students go on to be:
-   Employable in most commercial or 

industrial applications

-  Engineers

-  Architects

-  Accountants

-  Actuarial Scientists

“Mathematics and Further Mathematics 
offer a chance to delve deep into concepts, 
theories and ideas first introduced at GCSE. 
Through looking at increasingly complex 
mathematical ideas in both abstract and 
applied modules, Mathematics provides 
a stimulating and challenging course that 
develops analytical, reasoning and problem 
solving skills fundamental to all areas of 
study and wider employment. ”
Subject works well with:
Physics

Biology

Chemistry

Computing

Geography

Psychology

Economics

Business Studies 

assessment objectives
ao1: Recall, select and use mathematical 
facts and concepts.

ao2: Construct rigorous mathematical 
arguments and proofs. 

ao3: Use standard mathematical models to 
represent situations in the real world.

ao4: Comprehend transitions of common 
realistic contexts into mathematics and use 
results to make predictions. 

ao5: Use contemporary calculator and 
computer technology accurately and 
efficiently. 

transferrable Skills
-  Problem solving

-  Reasoning and logical thinking

-  Resilience

minimum entry requirements
Mathematics: Grade 7 or above at GCSE.  
Further Mathematics: Grade 8 or above at 
GCSE

mathematics and Further mathematics

examination board: Edexcel
Web link to Specification:  
http://qualifications.pearson.com/
en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/
mathematics-2017.html
teacher contact:  
Mr Simm, jsimm@dphs-tkat.org 
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course structure
2 Year course

2 exams

2 pieces of coursework

Students go on to be:
-  Television / film / video producers

-  Magazine / Newspaper journalists

-  Writers

-  Multimedia specialists

-  Film / Television editors

-  Publicists

-  Advertisement and Marketing 

“Media students will have the opportunity 
to enhance and develop their creativity 
across a range of productions. In addition, 
they will learn the significance of Media 
representations along with Media systems 
using accurate terminology and expressing 
varied opinions supported by different 
theorists. ”
Subject works well with:
Theatre Studies

Music

English 

assessment objectives
ao1: Demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of media concepts, contexts 
and critical debates, using terminology 
appropriately and with accurate and 
coherent written expression.

ao2: Apply knowledge and understanding 
to show how meanings are created when 
analysing media products and evaluating 
their own practical work.

ao3: Demonstrate the ability to plan and 
construct media products using appropriate 
technical and creative skills.

ao4: Demonstrate the ability to undertake 
and apply appropriate research.

transferrable Skills
-   To enhance candidates enjoyment and 

appreciation of the media and its role in 
their daily lives;

-   To develop critical understanding of the 
media through engagement with media 
products and concepts and through the 
creative application of practical skills;

-   To explore production processes, 
technologies and contexts;

-   To become independent in research skills 
and their application.

minimum entry requirements
B at GCSE or Grade 6 in GCSE English 
where subject not studied at GCSE

media Studies
examination board: OCR
Web link to Specification:  
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/81037-specification.pdf

teacher contact:  
Mr Kalogirou, dkalogirou@dphs-tkat.org 
Mr Barham, lbarham@dphs-tkat.org
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course structure
30% Composition

30% Performance

40% Listening and Appraising exam 

Students go on to be:
-  Performers

-  Composers

-  Arrangers

-  Sound technicians

-  Publicists

-  Tour managers

-  Producers

-  Musical directors

-  Teachers

-  Music editors

-  Journalists 

“An exciting course that’s designed to  
reflect the demands of a truly modern and 
evolving music industry.

Music is:

Creating, performing and analysing music 
from different eras and genres. Music is 
expressing yourself through performances 
in your chosen style and evaluating your 
own strengths and weaknesses. ”
Subject works well with:
English

Media

Drama 

assessment objectives
ao1: Interpret musical ideas through 
performing, with technical and expressive 
control and an understanding of style and 
context.
ao2: Create and develop musical ideas 
with technical and expressive control and 
coherence.
ao3: Demonstrate and apply musical 
knowledge.
ao4: Use analytical and appraising skills 
to make evaluative and critical judgements 
about music. 

transferrable Skills
-  Expert thinking
-  Metacognition
-  Creativity
-  Systems thinking
-  Decision making and reasoning
-  Critical thinking
-  Analysing
-  Reasoning skills
-   ICT literacy (access, manage, integrate, 

evaluate, construct and communicate)
-   Communication (active listening, oral 

communication, written communication)

minimum entry requirements
B at GCSE and/or Grade 4 or above in 
instrument/voice

music
examination board: Edexcel
Web link to Specification:  
http://qualifications.pearson.com/
content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/
Music/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/GCE-music-specification-A-Level-2015.pdf
teacher contact:  
Madam Russell, erussell@dphs-tkat.org
Madam Rees, mrees@dphs-tkat.org 



course structure
2 year course

3 written exams

One practical moderation

One coursework 

Students go on to be:
-  Teachers

-  Coaches

-  Physiotherapists

-  Soldiers 

-  Medicine 

-  Sports psychologists 

-  Sports therapists

-  Sports journalists

-  Statisticians 

“Physical Education is…

Where we immerse ourselves in the world 
of sport and delve into the mechanics and 
psychology of how and why of physical 
activity and sport. ”
Subject works well with:
Biology

Psychology

History 

assessment objectives
ao1: Candidates should demonstrate 
knowledge and understanding of physical 
activity. 

ao2: Candidates should demonstrate 
the ability to apply skills, knowledge and 
understanding in physical activity. 

ao3: Candidates should demonstrate the 
ability to analyse and evaluate critically 
physical activity.

transferrable Skills
-  Analytical skills
-  Evaluation 
-  Team work
-  Communication
-  Leadership
-  Research skills
-  Initiative
-  Commitment 
-  Written communication 
-  Verbal communication 
-  Mathematical processing 

minimum entry requirements
B at GCSE (with B on the theory paper)

Physical education
examination board: OCR
Web link to Specification:  
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-physical-education-h155-h555-from-2016/

teacher contact:  
Jen Perry, jperry@dphs-tkat.org 
Nick Denham, ndenham@dphs-tkat.org 
Leon Blythe, lblythe@dphs-tkat.org 
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course structure
2 year course

3 examinations each worth 33%

Students go on to be:
-  Lawyers

-  Teachers

-  Social workers

-  Journalists

-  Doctors 

“Have you ever really questioned the world 
around you? Want the chance to ask 
the questions you have always wanted 
to? Philosophy and Ethics gives you the 
opportunity to question and explore ideas 
about the world and human behaviour. ”
Subject works well with:
Social Sciences

Politics

English

 

assessment objectives
ao1: Demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of religion and belief, 
including:

n   religious, philosophical and/or ethical 
thought and teaching

n   influence of beliefs, teachings and 
practices on individuals, communities 
and societies

n   cause and significance of similarities and 
differences in belief, teaching and practice

n   approaches to the study of religion  
and belief.

ao2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and 
approaches to, religion and belief, including 
their significance, influence and study.

transferrable Skills
-  Intellectual skills

-  Communication skills (written and oral)

-  Organisational skills

-  Inter-personal skills

-  Research Skills

minimum entry requirements
Grade 6 in GCSE English

Philosophy & ethics
examination board: OCR
Web link to Specification:  
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242912-specification-accredited-as-level-gce-religious-studies-h173.pdf
teacher contact:  
Madam Sandland-Jones,  
lsandland-jones@dphs-tkat.org
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course structure
2 Year Course

3 Terminal Exams

Practical Assessment Endorsement 

Students go on to be:
-  Research scientists

-  Engineers

-  Architects

-  Computer scientists

-  Accountants

-  Product designers

“Physics is…

The chance to dig for scientific gold. 
Discovering new rules in the microscopic 
world whilst pushing to see even further  
into our universe. Physics lets you go head  
to head with the toughest questions and  
see science at the cutting edge as long 
accepted theories are finally made law. 

Physicists enjoy:

-  Asking deep questions
-  Solving problems
-  Being Challenged
-  Boasting about Physics!  ”
Subject works well with:
Maths

Other sciences

Social sciences

ICT

 

assessment objectives
ao1: Demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of scientific ideas, processes, 
techniques and procedures. 

ao2: Apply knowledge and understanding 
of scientific ideas,processes,techniques and 
procedures:

n    in a theoretical context

n    in a practical context

n    when handling qualitative data

n    when handling quantitative data.

ao3: Analyse, interpret and evaluate 
scientific information, ideas and evidence, 
including in relation to issues, to:

n    make judgements and reach conclusions

n     develop and refine practical design and 
procedures.

transferrable Skills
-  Precision
-  Identiying trends
-  Communicating complex ideas
-  Modelling abstract idea
-  Mathematical processing
-  Manual dexterity
-  Problem solving

minimum entry requirements
B at GCSE (Single Science) or BB in Double 
Science (including B in Physics component) 
and grade 6 in Maths

Physics
examination board: OCR
Web link to Specification:  
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171726-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-physics-a-h556.pdf
teacher contact:  
Madam Martin-Burns,  
hmartin-burns@dphs-tkat.org 
Madam Blain, dblain@dphs-tkat.org 
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course structure
aS: 1 year course with 2 exams

a level: 2 year course with 3 exams

Students go on to be:
-  Educational psychologists

-  Occupational psychologists

-  Counselling psychologists 

-  Forensic psychologists

-  Health psychologists

-  Clinical psychologists 

“-  Asking why?

-  Studying human behaviour

-  Criticising theories and research  ”
Subject works well with:
Biology

Maths

Sociology

 

assessment objectives
ao1: Demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of scientific ideas, processes, 
techniques and procedures.

ao2: Apply knowledge and understanding 
of scientific ideas, processes, techniques 
and procedures: 
n   in a theoretical context
n   in a practical context
n   when handling qualitative data
n   when handling quantitative data.

ao3: Analyse, interpret and evaluate 
scientific information, ideas and evidence, 
including in relation to issues, to:
n   make judgements and reach conclusions
n   develop and refine practical design and 

procedures.

transferrable Skills
-  Critical analysis of theory and research
-   Development and presentation of a 

coherent argument
-  Essay writing
-  Problem solving 
-  Maths skills

minimum entry requirements
B at GCSE or Grade 6 in English and either 
a B in Science or grade 6 in Maths where 
subject not studied at GCSE

Psychology
examination board: AQA
Web link to Specification:  
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/
psychology/as-and-a-level/
psychology-7181-7182
teacher contact:  
Madam Ventura,  
pventura@dphs-tkat.org
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course structure
Year 1: Wealth, Poverty, welfare
Education
Research Methods

Year 2: Crime and Deviance
Beliefs in Society
Theory and Methods

Students go on to be:
-  Teachers

-  Journalists

-  Researchers

-  Human Resources

-  Academics

-  Martin Luther King

-  Ronald Reagan

-   Priti Patel MP (Secretary for International 
Development)

“Study sociology and turn ‘common-sense’ 
upside down.  ”
Subject works well with:
Politics

Philosophy

History

Economics

Religious Studies

 

assessment objectives
ao1: Identify 

ao2: Outline and explain

ao3: Evaluate

transferrable Skills
-  Critical thinking
-  Literacy
-  Evaluating data 
-  Reading social trends
-  Predicting social trends 
-  Debating
-  Team work
-  Information technology
-  Presentations
-   Seeing things from other people’ 

perspectives

minimum entry requirements
Grade 6 in GCSE English

Sociology
examination board: AQA
Web link to Specification:  
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/
sociology/as-and-a-level/
sociology-2190

teacher contact:  
Richard Birmingham,  
rbirmingham@dphs-tkat.org 
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  equivalent in size to 1.5 a levels

course structure
4 mandatory units plus 2 optional units 

Mixture of internal and external assessment

Students go on to be:
-  Study at university
-  Journalism 
-  Presenters
-  TV, theatre or film performers
-  Backstage and front of house roles
-  Events management 
-  Teachers

“An exciting vocational course which  
prepares you for working in the arts industry. 

Various routes including dance and  
drama units develop students’  
performance skills at an advanced level 
to GCSE. The Foundation Diploma is for 
learners wishing to take it alongside  
another area of contrasting or 
complementary study, as part of a  
two-year, full-time study programme. ”
Subject works well with:
Art
English
Media

 

assessment objectives
Varies from unit to unit.

transferrable Skills
-  Communication

-  Evaluation 

-  Analysis 

-  Presentation 

-  Organisation 

-  Co-operation 

-  Vocal skills

-  Movement skills

minimum entry requirements
5 GCSE passes at Grade C and above. 
English and Maths at Grade 5 also required

Performing arts
btec Foundation Diploma

examination board: Edexcel
Web link to Specification:  
http://qualifications.pearson.com/
en/qualifications/btec-nationals/
performing-arts-2016.html#tab-2
teacher contact:  
sventura@dphs-tkat.org
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btec level 3 Foundation Diploma

  equivalent in size to 1.5 a levels

course structure
6 units of which 4 are mandatory and 2 are 
external.

Mandatory content (76%). 

External assessment (41%).

Students go on to be:
-  Teachers

-  Coaches

-  Physiotherapists

-  Soldiers 

-  Doctors 

-  Sports psychologists 

-  Sports therapists

-  Sports journalists

-  Statisticians

“Covering the fundamentals in the sport 
and exercise science sector, supporting 
progression to an apprenticeship in the sports 
sector or to a further year of study at Level 3. 

It would support progression to higher 
education if taken as part of a programme  
of study that include s other BTEC Nationals 
or A Levels. ”
Subject works well with:
Biology

Psychology

History

 

What will i study?
Everyone taking this qualification will 
study three mandatory units, covering the 
following content areas: 

n  functional anatomy 

n  applied sport and exercise psychology

n  coaching for performance and fitness

transferrable Skills
-  Analytical skills
-  Evaluation 
-  Team work
-  Communication
-  Leadership
-  Research skills
-  Initiative
-  Commitment 
-  Written communication 
-  Verbal communication 
-  Mathematical processing 

minimum entry requirements
5 GCSE passes at Grade C and above, 
must include Science, English and Maths at 
Grade 5 also required

Sports and exercise Science

examination board: Pearson
Web link to Specification:  
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/sport-and-exercise-science-2016.html
teacher contact:  
Jen Perry, jperry@dphs-tkat.org 
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be part of us...

SteP one

Come along and see for yourself what dedicated staff and fabulous facilities are on offer at 
Debden Park Sixth Form at our Open Evening on 17th november. Meet teachers, explore  
The Hive and see live A Level lessons.

SteP tWo

Complete your application form giving as much detail as you can and return it the school 
as soon as possible. You’ll need to pick either 4 A Level Subjects or a BTEC with 2 A Level 
subjects. The closing date for application is 20th January 2017. 

SteP tHree

The Sixth Form Team will read each application and make offers by letter where minimum 
entry requirements are reflected in your predicted grades. If your predicted grades are on the 
boundary of a minimum entry requirement, you may be asked to attend for an interview.  

SteP Four

All students holding offers are expected to attend the 2 day Springboard to Sixth Form event 
on 28th and 29th June 2017. This will help you prepare for the changes in learning ahead of you 
and you will receive your summer work to complete in each of your subjects.

SteP FiVe

On GCSE results day, all students are expected to come to Debden Park High School where 
enrolment for sixth form will take place in The Hive. Students already studying here will come in 
the morning and external students will come after they have received their results at their home 
schools. A clinic will be available throughout the day for students who need to review their 
choice of courses
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DebDen Park HigH ScHool

Willingale Road 
Debden 
Loughton 
Essex IG10 2BQ

Tel: 0208 508 2979 
Fax: 0208 418 1234 
Email: admin@dphs-tkat.org  
www.debdenparkhighschool.org

Debden Park High School is easy to find. Buses 20, 167, 555, 575 and 804 will drop you virtually 
on our doorstep. Buses 43, 250 and 397 will bring you to Debden Broadway.

Alternatively, take the Central Line to Debden Underground Station on the Broadway.  
The school is a short walk away.

Debden Park  
High School


